Basic Bible Teachings

FatbA-Focus

“Regeneration”

Lesson OQOutlines

January 1
Topic: Humanity’'s Spiritual Death
Texts: Ge. 1:26-27; 2:7-9, 15-17; 3:1-6, 22; 1 KI63
Ecc. 7:20; Ro. 3:23, 5:12, 19; Ep. 2:1-3; Ja. th4Re.
4:11
Key Verse: Ro. 5:12
Main Point: Regeneration is God’s solution to
humanity’s problem of spiritual death.

January 8
Topic: The Spiritual Resurrection of the Soul
Texts: Jn. 3:16, 5:24, 10:10, 11:25; Ac. 16:30Rb;
7:5; 1 Co. 15:52; Ep. 2:1, 4-6; Col. 2:12-14
Key Verse: Jn. 5:24
Main Point: Through faith in Christ’'s atoning
sacrifice, God spiritually raises the believer sawn
life in Christ.

January 15
Topic: You Must Be Born Again

Texts: IJn. 1:12-13, 3:1-8; Ga. 4:29; Tit. 3:5-7; 1 Pe.
1:23-25

Key Verse: Jn. 3:7

Main Point: In regeneration, one experiences thq
new birth and is “born again.”

January 22
Topic: The Spiritual Blessings of Regeneration

Texts: Mt. 7:15-20; Jn. 3:3, 5; 2 Co. 5:17; Ga2523;

Ep. 5:8-9; Col. 1:12-13; 1 Jn. 2:29, 3:1-9, 5:18

Key Verse: Ep. 1:3

Main Point: Through regeneration believers receivg
specific, spiritual blessings that express thecaldi

nature of their transformation.

In this issue ofaith-N-Focus we will study
the topic of regeneration, or the born aggin
experience. Regeneration identifies the fulfillingn
of one’s conversion to faith in Christ. Regenenat
explains the radical nature of one’s persorfal,
salvation experience. Because humanity existsrupde
the curse of spiritual death since the fall of Ad
every individual needs to be regenerated. |[In
regeneration, God raises the believer to spiriliteal
in Christ. As stated in thAbstract of Faith while
justification explains the pardon of our sins ire th
new birth, “Regeneration is the act of God jn
creating new life in the heart of the believer tigb
the Holy Ghost” (p. 4). Thus, we are brought frgm
death to life in Christ.

In regeneration, we experience the ngw
birth. We are “born again.” How this occurs fis
somewhat mysterious; nevertheless, Jesus $aid,
“Marvel not” (Jn. 3:7). Through regeneratiop,
sons and daughters are transformed spiritually jnto
new creations. Several spiritual blessings thus
result from the new birth. We are raised frgm
death to life (regeneration) and become [he
children of God (new creations), but also we gre
brought into the fellowship of God’s kingdo
Moreover, through the regeneration of the Spiit,
we bear the fruit of the Spirit, affirming this ne
life created in us by God through Christ Jesus.

The work of regeneration in the heart of the
individual is experienced through faith in Jedus
Christ and his atoning blood. It is an instantarsep
experience. Being convicted by the Spirit, a sinpe
repents and is justified and regenerated by Gaca
moment of time, the believer is born agajn,
regenerated with new life in Christ. Thus, tpe
believer is saved by the grace of God.

To receive your free monthly subscription to Faitfocus curriculum, please send your request feqtitp Your Faith” to
Rick Ferrell atsundayschoolservices@gmail.cdon call 423-473-1761). Along with the “Essergiamonthly summary, you will
For more infdimmaabout Zion Assembly Church of God, pleasetwsir website at

receive the weekly Student Guide.
www.ziorassemblychurchofgod.co
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Introduction “Humanity’s Spiritual Death”

An old song says, “Everybody wants to go to heawen,nobody wants to die.” But death is more than
dreaded experience, it is our enemy (1 Co. 15:F8pm a Biblical perspective, death is a penaltiie-penalty
for humanity’s sin (Ge. 2:17, 3:19). Paul wrotethe Romans regarding this penalty for sin, sayiRgr the
wages of sin is death” (Ro. 6:23). Moreover, whien Bible explains death as the penalty for sisjghifies
both a physical death and a spiritual death.

Key Verse
“Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into thedyard death by sin; and so death passed uporeall for
that all have sinned” (Ro. 5:12).

Lesson Summary

Adam and Eve were uniquely created in the imag@ad for his own pleasure (Ge. 1:26-27; Re. 4:1lhey
were created to live forever — to enjoy the lifatteod had given to them (Ge. 2:7-9; 3:22). ThaldBstates,
“And the Lord God took the man, and put him inte ttarden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. AedLord
God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree ofjirden thou mayest freely eat. But of the tre¢hef
knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat:dfor in the day that thou eatest thereof thodtshaely die”
(Ge. 2:15-17). Of course, Satan was subtle, dexpizve. She ate of the forbidden fruit and offeiteto her
husband, Adam. He also disobeyed the Word of @ating from the tree of knowledge of good and &Si.
3:1-6). The results were disastrous to the huraae.r The penalty of their sin was death. In R@rah2, the
apostle Paul explains how sin and its consequert@mue to plague the human race, saying, “Wheeefas
by one man sin entered into the world, and deatkibbyand so death passed upon all men, for thataske
sinned” (Ro. 5:12). Through Adam’s transgresskin, entered the human race (Ro. 5:19). Becauseésin
inherent in humanity, all people choose to disoki®d and sin against him (1 Ki. 8:46; Ro. 3:23).r Fo
example, when a child physically grows, mentallywealeps, and eventually reaches the age to make
independent decisions, the child will compulsivelhoose to do wrong, to disobey, to sin. The comimmsof
transgressions is inevitable for all. In other dgrhuman beings are born with a propensity to(aigin
nature). Our physical death is a confirmationhi$ fact. Thus, all people die because of theusicdndition of
humanity — death being the penalty of our sin. Ewsv, the penalty of death has both a physicaleasiritual
application. In addition to the physical penalfydeath, we also experience the consequence agdprmt of a
much greater spiritual death. The apostle Pautrdes our spiritual death as being “dead in tresps and
sins” (Ep. 2:1-3; Ja. 1:15).

Scripture Study

A perfect humanity — Ge. 1:26-27; 2:7-9, 15-17,23Re. 4:11

Sin enters into the world — Ge. 3:1-6; Ro. 5:1%i.18:46; Ecc. 7:20; Ro. 3:23;
The penalty of death — Ro. 5:12; Ep. 2:1-3; Ja4-118

Conclusion

Every day, sin robs humanity of the spiritual ltfeat God intended from the beginning. Death reigwner
fallen humanity because of sin (Ro. 5:17). HoweWerough faith in Jesus Christ, God restoresthfevery
believer. Regeneration is God’s solution to thebfgm of humanity’s spiritual death.
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“The Spiritual Resurrection of the Soul”

Introduction

The apostle Paul depicted the condition of lost &ty in terms of being spiritually dead. He dédsed humanity’s
spiritual death as being “dead in trespasses arsl”siPaul placed those who are spiritually deadearGod’s
judgment and called them “by nature the childrefiGxd’s] wrath” (Ep. 2:1-3). Sinners abide in deaHowever,
through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, througthfaithis atoning blood, God restores life to evesliever.

Key Verse
“Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that heareth myprd, and believeth on him that sent me, hathlastng

life, and shall not come into condemnation; buyiassed from death to life” (Jn. 5:24).

Lesson Summary

In Romans 7:5, Paul reflected on our past sinfangaying, “the motions of sins . . . did work ir otnembers
to bring forth fruit unto death.” In the past, wemmitted sins through fulfilling the desires okttHesh,
producing fruit worthy of death. Sinners produge torks of spiritual death because they are spiht dead.
However, Jesus describes the work of regeneratictme believer: “Verily, verily, | say unto you, Hbat
heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent teh everlasting life, and shall not come into
condemnation; but is passed from death unto lda’%:24). Death and life are mutually exclusivaditions;
they do not co-exist. In other words, if | amiigi | cannot be dead. If | am dead, death prebatsause life is
absent from the body. The apostle Paul assereddath were dead in trespasses and sins, but Gomligthn
faith in Christ’'s atoning sacrifice) has quickenesl or given us life with Christ (Ep. 2:1, 4-5; Cat13-14).
Therefore, regeneration is the spiritual resuroecof the soul (Ep. 2:6). We have been spirituediged from
death to life (Col. 2:12). When Jesus broughthfdrazarus from the grave, he said to Martha, “| e
resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in, t@ugh he were dead, yet shall he live” (Jn. 81:2The
physical death and resurrection of Lazarus illusttaur spiritual death and resurrection to new ilif Christ.
Through sin and unrighteousness, we were deadjthsaugh faith in Jesus Christ, we receive new life.
Moreover, regeneration is not a process but rahenisis event. The jailor fell down, asking Paunb Silas,
“Sirs, what must | do to be saved” (Ac. 16:30)? eY¥heplied, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ” 3L).
Regeneration expresses this definite, instantanexperience of true salvation. It occurs in a monoé faith.
While an individual may experience recurring epeoaf conviction, grapple with issues of repentarmcel
travail in prayer and confession, regeneratioreigentheless experienced in a moment of time. Tomemtary
resurrection of the body parallels the spiritualureection of the soul (1 Co. 15:52).

Scripture Study
Passed from death to life — Jn. 5:24; Ro. 7:5;%p.4-5; Col 2:13-14
The spiritual resurrection of the soul — Jn. 11&&;16:30-31; 1 Co. 15:52; Ep. 2:6; Col. 2:12

Conclusion

Regeneration produces a miraculous transformatiothé believer. Through faith, we are changed in a
moment, passing from death to life. Through regaien the promise of John 3:16 is fulfilled. Thgh
regeneration we enter into Christ’s abundant life (L0:10).



January 15, 2012 Basic Bible Teachings 1

Fatl-N-Focus : E-quip Your Faith
Bl Stdsy Comricndin "Regeneration”

Introduction “You Must Be Born Again”

In regeneration, we experience the new birth. dkrous, a Pharisee and member of the Jewish Sanhedri
came to Jesus during the night. He desired to mgetJesus and to talk with him secretly, probatidgause

of his high position as a ruler among the Jewsugexplained to Nicodemus the experience of regeas, in
terms of the new birth or being born again. JéslasNicodemus, “Ye must be born again” (Jn. 3:7).

Key Verse
“Marvel not that | said unto thee, Ye must be bagain” (Jn. 3:7).

Lesson Summary

First, Jesus directly connected the new birth @&iorn again) to salvation. Without the new bittiere is no
salvation. Jesus clearly explained to Nicodem\syity, verily, | say unto thee, Except a man berbagain,
he cannot see the kingdom of God” (Jn. 3:3). Agdirg “Marvel not that | said unto thee, Ye mustdoen
again” (Jn. 3:7). Therefore, being born againasaptional, but rather, the new birth is what euderizes the
true believer. Jesus distinguishes true salvdtmm merely professing Christ and being baptizéte taught,
“Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, $kaler into the kingdom of heaven; but he thatlddlee will
of my Father which is in heaven” (Mt. 7:21). Asesult, many professions of faith are false. Suadiessions
are an act of the human will — an exercise in sghiteousness. But regeneration (being born agsia act of
God’s will (Jn. 1:13; Titus 3:5-7). We are not edvbecause we merely maintain a profession of taiith
righteous works, but we maintain a profession ¢thfand righteous works because we are genuinelgdsa
having been regenerated and born again. To dmetimgdom of God, we must be born again! Secdesls
explained the new birth as a spiritual birth. Exgecing new life in Jesus Christ comes througmdpdiorn of
the Spirit (IJn. 3:8). Jesus Christ gives us thegraf the Spirit to become the sons or childresotl through
a spiritual birth (Jn. 1:12-13). When speakinghwiticodemus, Jesus emphasized this spiritual ifioéing
born of the Spirit) through contrasting it with tileshly, natural birth (Jn. 3:5-6). Paul made Hame
distinction between the fleshly and the spiritualio(Ga. 4:29). The apostle Peter also taughspietual birth
as opposed to the fleshly (1 Pe. 1:23-25). Nicageneeded to understand that neither his posisanBewish
leader nor even his Jewish lineage were suffideigain him a place in the kingdom of God. Cleasigivation
is not secured through our natural birth or by lowman will, but we must be regenerated by the SgirGod
according to God’s will. The new birth is a radjcpiritual transformation in the heart of theibeér through
placing one’s faith in Jesus Christ (1 Jn. 5:4).

Scripture Study
The necessity of the new birth — Jn. 3:3, 7; T&Us7
Born of the Spirit — Jn. 1:12-13, 3:5-6, 8; Ga.%4:2 Pe. 1:23-25

Conclusion

When a man is resurrected from the dead, doesveetbde convinced that he is living? When a womiaas
birth to a baby, does she have to be convincedniiatlife is brought into the world? In next weekésson,
we will discuss the results or blessings of regath@n. These blessings give witness to the spiritu
transformation of the born again believer.
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Introduction 1 he Spiritual Blessings of Regeneration”

The work of regeneration in the heart of the indiinal is experienced through faith in Jesus Chst lis
atoning blood. It is an instantaneous experier®@eing convicted by the Spirit, a sinner repenid anjustified
and regenerated by God. In a moment of time, gliev®er is born again, regenerated with new lif€Chmrist.
What are the spiritual blessings of regeneratiba (tew birth)?

Key Verse
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord JesusiCtvho hath blessed us with all spiritual blagsiin

heavenly places in Christ” (Ep. 1:3).

Lesson Summary

Many spiritual blessings result from the new birtNot only are we raised from death to life in negeation,
and not only do we become the children of God thhotine new birth, but we also are made new crestare
Christ Jesus. The apostle Paul explained whatdns to be a new creature, saying, “old thingspassed
away; behold, all things are become new” (2 Co7p:1John wrote about the drastic change betweerlth
man and the new (1 Jn. 2:29, 3:1-9). Since thdifelds passed away, those who are born of Goe lt@ased
from a life of sin and transgressions (1 Jn. 3:3:28; 1 Pe. 4:1-2). In addition, through regetierawe are
brought into the fellowship of God’s kingdom. Jesmphatically declared that we must be born atgaemter
into the kingdom of God (Jn. 3:3, 5). In regeneratwe are “translated” into his kingdom. Tranisla
indicates a radical change. God “delivered us ftbenpower of darkness” when we entered the kingoah.
1:12-13). Thus, we were removed from the kingddndarkness and brought into the kingdom of light.
Clearly, this change comes not by our own works,dyuthe work of God’s Spirit in us. Finally, reggation
by the Spirit infuses in the heart of the belietrer fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, longsrihg, gentleness,
goodness, faith, meekness, and temperance (Ga. Z322 Jesus taught, “Even so every good treegbtin
forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth foehil fruit . . . Wherefore by their fruits ye shhow them”
(Mt. 7:17, 20). The most powerful testimony ofaet saint of God is not what one professes withisomeuth,
but rather the life that one lives before the uidvahg (Mt. 7:15-20). Having been called out ofkigess into
his marvelous light, we are also called to bearfthg of his Spirit (Ep. 5:8-9). The fruit of th®pirit in the
believer confirms the experience of regeneratiothemew birth, manifesting spiritual life in thiild of God.

Scripture Study

A New Creation — 2 Co. 5:17; 1 Jn. 2:29, 3:1-985:1
Translated into the Kingdom — Jn. 3:3, 5; Col. 1B

The Fruit of the Spirit — Mt. 7:15-20; Ga. 5:22-E}). 5:8-9

Conclusion

Through regeneration, or the new birth, believexseive specific, spiritual blessings that expréssradical
nature of their spiritual transformation. In sutie salvific work of grace includes conviction oh,sgodly
sorrow unto repentance, justification by faith, asuiritual regeneration (the new birth), which fesa
forgiveness of sins, righteousness in Christ, pedte God, and new life in the Spirit. All of thespiritual
benefits are made possible through faith in thaiatpsacrifice of Jesus Christ who died on the ros



Basic Bible Teachings

FatbA-Focus

“Sanctification”

Lesson OQOutlines

January 29
Topic: What Is Sanctification?
Texts: Ex. 19:10, 14, 22-23; Lev. 16:27-34; Rd.-B; 7:19-25; 8:5-
8; Ga. 5:19-21; He. 13:11-13
Key Verse: Ro. 6:6
Main Point: Sanctification is the crucifixion ofi¢ “old man” or
carnal nature.

Eebruary 5
Topic: The Second Definite Work

Texts: Ro. 8:12-13; Ga. 2:16-20; 4:22-23, 28-316517, 24; Col.
3:3, 5-10

Key Verse: Ga. 2:20

Main Point: Sanctification is the second definiterk of grace,
enabling spiritual growth in the believer.

Eebruary 12
Topic: How Are We Sanctified?

Texts: Jn. 17:14-20; Ac. 26:18; Ro. 15:16; Ep652 Th. 2:13; He.
9:24-26; 10:5-10; 13:12-13; 1 Pe. 1:2

Key Verse: He. 10:10

Main Point: Sanctification is effected in the leekr by the Word
and Spirit through faith in the sacrifice and bladdlesus Christ.

February 19
Topic: The Will of God

Texts: Ep. 5:27; 1 Th. 4:1-5; 2 Th. 2:13-15; 2Z119-21; He. 10:9-
10, 14; 1 Jn. 2:3-6

Key Verse: 1 Th. 4:3

Main Point: Sanctification is God’'s will for everporn again
believer.

February 26
Topic: Defining Holiness
Texts: Le. 19:18, 34; De. 6:4-6; Mt. 5:48; 22:3B-Ro. 13:8-10; Ga.
5:16-25; Ep. 1:4; 4:22-5:2; Col. 3:5-14; 1 An-7
Key Verse: Mt. 5:48
Main Point: Holiness resultérom the crucifixion of the flesh
(sanctification). A sanctified believer activelgeks to live out the
purity and perfectionsf Christ in his/her daily walk.

In this month of Faith-N-Focus, we mo
into the topic of “subsequent grace,” studying the
experience of sanctification. Today, many churches
place little importance on this doctrine. Even gngn
Pentecostal organizations emphasize the doctrihds o
Salvation and Baptism with the Holy Ghost but
ignore this important spiritual experience. Of s&y
the worldly effects of their omission are obvious |i
the churches today. Zion Assembly Church of od
is determined to restore the proper emphasis @n jru
sanctification among the people of God.

In these lessons, we will examine the bafic
meaning of the word “sanctify” and discugs
sanctification from the apostle Paul's teachifg.
Paul deals repeatedly with the issue of the cajnal
nature or inbred sin in his writings. Sanctificati
is God’s solution to this problem. Like the nGIN
birth, it is a crisis experience in the believér.
Moreover, sanctification enables the believerjto
grow and mature in the Lord. While individugs
may experience sanctification at about the sgme
time of their conversion, it is nevertheless the
second definite work of grace, subsequent]to
regeneration. Lest we miss the blessing, it must
not be confused with the new birth. How (by wifat
means) are we sanctified? This work of gracq is
effected in us by the Word and Spirit. It is mafe
possible through faith in the blood of Jesus Chifst
Thus, God has made the way for all Christiang to
experience sanctification and to walk in this grafe
Accordingly, sanctification is God’s will for ever
believer. In the final lesson, we will see wijy
sanctification is essential to God’'s plan for Ris
church. Jesus Christ is coming for a perfecjed
church — a people who are sanctified and set apgrt.

J

&= To receive your free monthly subscription to Faiiocus curriculum, please send your request fequip Your Faith” to

Rick Ferrell atsundayschoolservices@gmail.cdom call 423-473-1761). Along with the “Essergiamonthly summary, you will
For more infdiomaabout Zion Assembly Church of God, pleasetwisir website at

receive the weekly Student Guide.
www.zionassemblychurchofgod.cc




January 29, 2012 Basic Bible Teachings 1

Fatl-N-Focus : E-quip Your Faith
Bille Sty Cooricndion "Sanctification”

“What Is Sanctification?”

Introduction

Perhaps one of the reasons so many fail to preatheach the doctrine of sanctification is thatytheally do
not understand it from the Scriptures. A Christiho has not experienced sanctification may fail to
understand it if he relies too heavily on his paedexperience. While our personal experiencesnapertant

to our understanding of the faith, the Bible is fireal authority for doctrine and practice. Whenets
experience does not align with the Word of Godnthgperience must yield to the Scriptures. In l&sson,
we look to the Bible, asking, “What is the doctrfesanctification?”

Key Verse
“Knowing this, that our old man is crucified within, that the body of sin might be destroyed, trextdeforth

we should not serve sin” (Ro. 6:6).

Lesson Summary

In Exodus 19, when Moses received the law of GdSirai, the Lord spoke of sanctifying the peoplel@, v.
14), the priests (v. 22), and the mount itself48). To sanctify generally means “to set apaiGtad” or “to
hallow.” Moreover, separation to God includes botbansing (sanctification) and consecration (pcatt
holiness). Cleansing is evident in the sacrifiggtem under the Old Covenant, particularly on Diag of
Atonement; and consecration is seen in the obseevahthe sacrifices and through the instrumentalitthe
priest who offered them to God (Lev. 16:27-34).Hebrews 13:11-13, we are called to sanctificatio@hrist
Jesus: “Wherefore Jesus altimat he might sanctify the peoplewith his own blood, suffered without the
gate. Let us go forth therefore unto him. . .” (v. 12-13). Two concurrent points arisenr these verses.
First, Jesus is the source of our sanctificatibte sanctifies us; we do not cleanse ourselves &mant him.
Second, we must “go forth” to him for our sancafion. We can sanctify or cleanse ourselves amlthe
sense of consecration to God, that is, in purstioliness (see 2 Co. 7:1). In other words, sacetitbn
completely depends on our relationship with Jesuss€(Ro. 7:24-25). In Romans 7, Paul describadst
only as an action or deed, but also as a law ocymie that dwells within man. This sinful print@pabiding in
human beings compels them to commit sins (vv. 19-2Repeatedly, Paul referred to the sinful natase
fleshly or carnal (Ro. 8:5-8). Accordingly, Paulote to the church about the works of the flesh. ®&#9-21).
Sanctification, not justification alone, is God'sl#ion to the problem of the fleshly, sinful natur In
sanctification we are set apart to God in Chrisudehrough the crucifixion of the “old man” or eal nature
(Ro. 6:1-7; He. 13:13). The crucifixion or deaftttwe flesh is for the destruction of sin in thedigon order to
free us from the power of original or inbred sin.(8-7).

Scripture Study

To Sanctify — Ex. 19:10, 14, 22-23; Lev. 16:27-B&;, 13:11-13
The Carnal Nature — Ro. 7:19-24; 8:5-8; Ga. 5:19-21

The Crucifixion of the Old Man — Ro. 6:1-7; 7:25

Conclusion
Not only was Jesus’ atoning blood shed for ourifjaation (forgiveness of sins committed), and our
regeneration (new life in Christ), but also for ganctification (cleansing from the inbred, sinfature).
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Introduction “The Second Definite Work”

In Galatians 2:16, Paul spoke of being justifiedféigh, not by the works of the law. In verse heé, spoke of a
contradiction. He wrote of seeking to be justifigtile still under the influence of sin, saying,UBif, while we

seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also faund sinners, is therefore Christ the minigtesin? God
forbid” (Ga. 2:17). He explains the solution téstbilemma in terms of being crucified with Christ,sanctification
(v. 20). Whereas justification provides pardon $ors committed, sanctification frees the believem the power
and domination of the inward, fleshly nature of sin

Key Verse

“I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless | livegtynot I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life whil now live in the
flesh | live by the faith of the Son of God, whaéal me, and gave himself for me” (Ga. 2:20).

Lesson Summary

In Galatians 4:22-31, Paul shows that Abraham kax dons: Ishmael by his bondmaid, and Isaac bywifes,
Sarah. No doubt, for a period of time, all waslwekhe house of Abraham. But eventually, a dohflleveloped.
In fact, Ishmael began to persecute Isaac. Themea definite time when the bondwoman, Hagar,hardson,
Ishmael, had to be cast out of the house (Ge. 22)9-t may be seen that they were not in the ggsof being cast
out, but they were indeed cast out at a definiteeti Otherwise, Isaac, the son of God’s promiseildvoot be able
to grow up and mature in a peaceful and joyfulisgtt There would always be undue friction and cetitipn. In
the same way, when a believer experiences the iréw the Spirit of God takes up residence in hien/hNot only
is the child of God justified, but the very life thfe Spirit is infused in the heart of the believ€or this reason, the
new convert is filled with joy and peace. Nevelglss, because the Spirit now resides in the beligweugh the
new birth, a conflict is immediately initiated. &leconflict results from the “old man” or flesh begiat war with the
Spirit. The two cannot peacefully coexist in tleeng house. We see this conflict in Galatians 28 ¥hen Paul
spoke of rebuilding the works of sin after havingeb justified. Later in Galatians 5:17, he agaioke of the
contention between the flesh and the Sprit. Whahe resolution to the conflict? Paul wrote te thalatians,
“Nevertheless what saith the scripture? Cast leittondwoman and her son” (Ga. 4:30). Since #shfand the
Spirit cannot live together in harmony -- cast the flesh! Paul described this work as the deétthe flesh or
being crucified with Christ (Ga. 2:19-20). He erapized this point again in Galatians 5:24 as tthetiso to the
conflict. In other words, for the Spirit to livanad thrive in us, the will of the sinful flesh witts sinful works must
die (Col. 3:3). Through the death of the fleshfidiworks have no place in the life of the sanetifbeliever (Col.
3:5-10; Ro. 8:12-13). As sanctified believers, ave called to walk in the Spirit (Ga. 5:16). Theanctification
enables growth and maturity in the believer.

Scripture Study
The Conflict — Ga. 2:16-18; 4:22-23, 28-29; 5:17
The Resolution — Ro. 8:12-13; Ga. 2:19-20; 4:308316, 24; Col. 3:3, 5-10

Conclusion

The conflict of the flesh and the Spirit arisestirthe new birth. After being justified and regeated, the child of God
finds within himself/herself a battle between thesh and the Spirit. Sanctification is the resoluto this crisis. While
some experience sanctification at about the same @f their conversion, and while others experieih@ about the
same time of being baptized with the Holy Ghosthbuld not be confused with justification, regerien, or Spirit-
baptism. Itis a second, definite work of gracdipfving the new birth and preceding the baptisrthwlie Holy Ghost.
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“How Are We Sanctified?”

Introduction

After a believer is justified by faith and regertedhby the Spirit, a conflict ensues between thehfland the
Spirit. Paul explained, “For the flesh lusteth iagathe Spirit, and the Spirit against the fleahd these are
contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannahdahings that ye would” (Ga. 5:17). In sanctfion, the

flesh is crucified with Christ (v. 24). We are sgiart to God through the crucifixion or deathha told man,”

or fleshly nature. How and by what means are wetdad in Christ?

Key Verse
“By the which will we are sanctified through thdefng of the body of Jesus Christ once for all’e(H0:10).

Lesson Summary

We are sanctified through faith in the blood ofue€hrist by the Holy Ghost (Ac. 26:18, He. 13:B)-1The
one-time sacrifice of Christ made sanctificatiomitable to every believer (He. 9:24-26; 10:5-10herefore,
sanctification is a work of God’s grace in us thgbuhe Spirit. As such, it is not a spiritual gé@l which we
strive to reach or toward which we progress throsgime work on our part, but rather we are sandtifig
grace through faith. Of course, this is not to Hat sanctification has nothing to do with humaitiative.
God cannot sanctify an individual who will not cengte himself/herself. Again, this grace is aqalished in
us by the Word and Spirit. The apostle Peter spbl@ur sanctification through the Spirit as essgrib our
salvation in Christ (1 Pe. 1:2). The apostle Rds taught salvation through the sanctifying woirkhe Spirit
in the believer (Ro. 15:16; 2 Th. 2:13). Clearlystification and regeneration anticipate and ekpec
sanctification unto salvation. Moreover, we arectified by the work of God’s Word in us. Jesuayad for
his apostles and for all who would believe on himough their word, that is, through their testimafythe
truth (Jn. 17:14-20). His plea to the Father w&sinctify them through thy truth: thy word is tritfv. 17).
We are sanctified by the Word of God; and the fehtlit sanctifies us comes through hearing andviecethe
Word of God (Ep. 5:26). Thus, God has made the feall Christians to experience sanctificatiorddn
walk (live) in this second, definite work of grac@ccordingly, as we will see in the next lessamdification
is the will of God for every believer.

Scripture Study

Sanctified by faith in his blood — Ac. 26:18; He24-26; 10:5-10, 13:12-13
Sanctified by the Holy Ghost — Ro. 15:16; 2 Th32:1 Pe. 1:2

Sanctified by the Word of God — Jn 17:14-20; ER6E5:

Conclusion

Although sanctification is an instantaneous, seodeifthite work of grace, received by faith in Ckissblood
through the Word and Spirit, we should also keemiind that sanctification is sustained as a daibyknof God
in the life of the believer. It is not somethirgglde experienced but later forgotten. Individualsst walk in
sanctification each day, growing in grace, and kegphemselves spotless and blameless from all iirtigs!
and evil desires (2 Pe. 3:17-18; 2 Co. 7:1; Ga4)5:2



February 19, 2012 Basic Bible Teachings 1

Fatl-N-Focus : E-quip Your Faith
Bille Sty Cooricndion "Sanctification”

“The Will of God”

Introduction

In last week’s lesson, we asked the question, “ldosvwe sanctified?” Clearly, God has providedwiag for

our sanctification (He. 10:9-10). Believers aracidied by the Word and Spirit through faith iretBacrifice

and blood of Jesus Christ. Realizing that Godrhade this provision for us, one might ask, “Buiti&od’s

will that every believer experiences sanctification?” If an indival experiences regeneration but does not seek
and experience sanctification, is this God’s will?

Key Verse

“For this is the will of God, even your sanctificat, that ye should abstain from fornication” (1. Bh3).

Lesson Summary

Jesus Christ, the Son of God, came into this wrldilfill the perfect will of the Father. It wake will of God to
offer his only begotten Son for us that we mighalksanctified people unto the Lord (He. 10:9-10ipreover, Paul
wrote to the Thessalonians confirming that sametifon is God’s will for every born-again beliey@r Th. 4:1-5).
As saints of God, he expected every one of thegotwluct themselves in sanctification and honor 4ys. Paul’s
expectation for the church was also Christ's exqtem for them (vs. 2). Christ's expectation istremely
important. Paul would not call the saints to adwart which they were incapable of attaining and n@éning
through Christ. Sanctification, or the “crucifixiaof the flesh,” is necessary for a life of holisesTrue holiness
depends on it; that is, sanctification enables Hwlgg. Thus, Paul coupled his call to sanctifioa with a call to
holiness. Essentially, they are one and the sathe Since God has provided sanctification forrgJeeliever, and
since he calls every believer to sanctification,caa reasonably expect every Christian to expegisanctification
by faith and to live in holiness and honor. Paupbasized sanctification as God'’s will for everyriStan, saying,
“God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvatlwough sanctification of the Spirit and beliéftloe truth” (2
Th. 2:13). Why is this second definite work of ggaso important for the church? Not only is it Godill for the
individual believer, but it enables the church wifil her corporate purpose. Only through the ctditation of
God'’s people will the unity of believers be reatlznd the church’s mission be accomplished. Inn2othy 2:19-
21, Paul insisted, “And, Let every one that nanteh name of Christ depart from iniquity” (vs. 19Here, he
asserted that sanctification is necessary for andé useful in God’'s house (vs. 21). Moreoverpulgh
sanctification, we are perfected (completed) ini€isrlove and his love is perfected (completedyisn(He. 10:14; 1
Jn. 2:5). In fact, God’s perfection of the chutbhough sanctification excels unto his glory (ER&27; 2 Th.
2:13-14). Through sanctification, the church wélach her perfected state: “a glorious church, authspot or
wrinkle.”

Scripture Study
Sanctification: the will of God — 1 Th. 4:1-5; 2 TZ13; He. 10:9-10
Sanctification: its importance for the church — B26-27; 2 Th. 2:13-14; 2 Ti. 2:19-21; He. 10:14]n. 2:5

Conclusion

Yes, sanctification is the will of God for everyligger. Therefore, every believer should seekdasanctified
and to live a consecrated life of holiness. Ineotiwords, Christians should live blameless andlsg®tives:
lives separated from sin and set apart to God.t Mexth, we will study the topic of “holiness.”
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Introduction “Defining Holiness”

What is holiness? The meaning of holiness is tjosdated to sanctification. Both words have t wlith
being separated from sin and unrighteousness, g¢prfiom the same word in the Greekagiasmos.
Doctrinally speaking, while sanctification explaitige spiritual work of God’s grace in delivering fusm the
power and domination of sin, holiness defines #seilt of sanctification in the life of the believer

Key Verse

“Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father wtggh heaven is perfect” (Mt. 5:48).

Lesson Summary

In 1 Thessalonians 4:1-7, we are called to holingdsliness is the counterpart and fulfillment ahstification.
They go hand-in-hand. Sanctification yields hdsieit is the outcome of the sanctified life. Helss is
sanctification lived-out and practiced in one’slgavalk in Christ (vv. 1, 4). It describes “how”emwvalk in Christ.
It is the opposite of uncleanness. Holiness meaosal purity, blamelessness, or being undefiled7{v. Thus,
sanctification is a work of God’s grace which treiéver must put into action in his/her own lif€od sanctifies the
believer, enabling him/hdo be holy. Thus, holiness requires that we live in meration with God’s sanctifying
grace that he might accomplish in and through uatval intends through the work of his Spirit. IHeBs includes
both “putting off” the works of the flesh and “puigy on” the fruit of the Spirit (Ga. 5:19-25). Tlapostle Paul
wrote to the churches at Ephesus and Colosse,gsgyut off the old man” and his wicked ways (Ep2Z;: Col.
3:9). In turn, he called the saints to “put on tlesv man” in holiness (Ep. 4:24; Col. 3:10). Ukitaly, the Lord’s
call to holiness is a call to “walk in love” or tput on love, which is the bond of perfectness”.(§2; Col. 3:14).
Jesus Christ calls us to our heavenly Father’'spgdn, saying, “Be ye therefore perfect, even@s yather which
is in heaven is perfect” (Mt. 5:48). Christ callge saints to moral perfection, which is anothey wé saying
“holiness.” In Matthew chapter five, he places dadl to perfection within the context of divinevi specifically
loving our enemies (vv. 43-48). Holiness meansnig\as God loves. God’s love is perfect love. adig only
through sanctification may we fulfill Christ’'s call such perfection. Whereas sanctification isatueifixion of the
flesh, even the death of the “old man” or carnalireg holiness defines the moral perfections ofisTisrlove, which
abides in the child of God through the indwellingir® (Ro. 5:5; Ep. 1:4). For this reason, keepitigp
commandments of God is summarized in the two-fachmandment to love: 1) to love God perfectly; &)do
love your neighbor as yourself (Le. 19:18, 34; b&-6; Mt. 22:36-40). Perfect love does not traesg against
God or against one’s neighbor (Ro. 13:8-10). Retéve is obedient to Christ in all things (IJn: 115} 21, 23).

Scripture Study

Called to holiness — 1 Th. 4:1-7; Ga. 5:16-25

Putting off the old man — Ep. 4:22, 25-31; Col.-9:5

Putting on the new man — Ep. 4:23-24, 32; 5:1-4; 840-14

Holy in perfect love — Le. 19:18, 34; De. 6:4-6;.1148; 22:36-40; Ro. 13:8-10; Ep. 1:4

Conclusion
Holiness results from the crucifixion of the fleganctification). A sanctified believer activelgeks to live out
the purity and perfections of Christ in his/hergaralk. Such purity and perfection is rooted iide love.
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Introduction “Perfecting Holiness”

God is holy. Truly, we cannot be holy within odv&s. Our holiness comes through Jesus Christealon
Nevertheless, even after the Lord sanctifies usargecalled to be holy. The apostle Peter wratging, “But

as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holgll manner of conversation; Because it is wniftBe ye
holy; for I am holy” (1 Pe. 1:15-16). Having bemade holy through sanctification, why are we ydiedao be
holy? Today’s lesson answers this question.

Key Verse
“Having therefore these promises, dearly belovetius cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of fteeh and

spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God"(®a. 7:1).

Lesson Summary

Through sanctification, a believer is made holyowsver, since holiness depends on our relationgftip
Jesus Christ, we must keep or continue our relgliipnwith Christ in holiness. When we were in tlesh, we
lived out the motions (desires) of sin unto dedtht now being made free from sin” through sancéfion, we
serve God in holiness unto eternal l{fRo. 6:18-23). The apostle Paul implored thetsam Rome: “Even so
now yield your members servants to righteousness hurliness” (v. 19). Clearly, after being madéyhwy the
blood of Jesus Christ, it is still possible to dédeom holiness (or backslide) through unfaitheds and
disobedience. Paul reminded and warned the sthats“the wages of sin is death” (v. 23). Fromsthi
perspective, holiness is not finally secured, bumust bepursued and maintained in the Lord. We are called
to perfect or to complete holiness in the fear @dG2 Co. 7:1). Thus, we are called to perfectnpiete
holiness in Christ. In other words, we are categursue holiness to its completion or conclusioour lives.
The apostle Peter referred to this dynamic as dramvgrace, which is the opposite of backslidingP@ 3:17-
18). Holiness is not a moral virtue which we rgeeapart from God’s grace, nor is it a virtue wh@bd
sustains in us apart from our submission and ohedig him. When referring to holiness, the Bigeaks in
terms of what we ourselves must or must not daul Bdoke of cleansing ourselves from filth (2 Cdl)7 In
other words, keep filth out of your life; do notaat filth to exist in you (v. 2). When Peter adnmeired us to
be holy, he spoke in terms of “not fashioning” @lves after fleshly lusts (1 Pe. 1:14). Finallghd wrote
about holiness from the perspective of self-puatiien, saying, “And every man that hath this hopéiim
purifieth himself, even as he is pure” (1 Jn 3:3).

Scripture Study

Perfecting holiness through pursuing holiness —-&R16-23; 2 Co. 7:1; 2 Pe. 3:17-18
Cleanse ourselves — 2 Co. 7:1-2

Fashion ourselves — 1 Pe. 1:14-17

Purify ourselves — 1 Jn. 3:2-3

Conclusion

The Word of God calls us to holy action — not t@dree holy (because we are already holy in Chist),to
maintain this holy relationship with Christ throufdithfulness and obedience to God's Word. Hawegn
sanctified, the believer has both the obligatiod #e privilege to walk in true holiness.
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Introduction “Holiness Vs. Worldliness”

In the New Testament, “the world” typically meamsrnething more complex and comprehensive than merely
the physical earth. The world (Greddosmos, as in cosmic) often means the sphere of our humesteace,
encompassing the activities, spiritualities, argbldgies associated to it. It refers to a workligtem. Today,
many promote caring for the world (earth). Of ®jiwe need to be good stewards of the earth’simessy but

we should not be worldly-minded. We all want pw@er to drink and clean air to breathe. But westmot

be focused or centered on the things of this w@édth). The ministers and members of Zion Assgmbkd

to be most concerned about “clean hands, and alppag” (Ps. 24:1-4). We should set our affection
heavenly things (Col. 3:1-2).

Key Verse

“Love not the world, neither the things that aréha world. If any man love the world, the lovetloé Father is
not in him” (1 Jn. 2:15).

Lesson Summary

In John'’s first epistle, the love of the world cloects with the love of God (1 Jn. 2:15-17). Whyhe Spirit of
God and the spirit of this world are completely trary natures. God is holy; but the world is cptad. Thus,
holiness and worldliness are mutually exclusivetru#e saint of God is not worldly. In turn, a wdigl church
member falls short of true holiness. For this osashe New Testament compels the saints to demylty
lusts” and to “live soberly, righteously, and gaqdiy this present world” (Tit. 2:12-14). We musimrember
that we are not of this world; for the world wikhgs away, but the Word of God abides forever (3ri9t 1 Jn.
2:17; 1 Pe. 1:23-25). Pure Christianity does rlehdb or mix holiness with worldliness, but maintaia clear
distinction between the two. Accordingly, the Ghiein must not conform himself/herself to the wiyrklystem
with its corrupted ideologies and practices (Rali12). In other words, one’s lifestyle should et patterned
after the ways of the world. Christianity is a rmonformist way of life; it's a counter-cultural waf living.
How far do we take non-conformity? The New Testanseiggests a radical, comprehensive approacHfiib fu
holiness. We are to “abstain from all appeararicevit’ (1 Th. 5:22-24). Moreover, the Christias to “keep
himself unspotted from the world” (Ja. 1:27). TWerd of God speaks of no middle ground betweemkesk
and worldliness. There is no room for a “little'brdliness in the life of a saint. Plain and sigplve must
“follow peace with all men, and holiness, withoutish no man shall see the Lord” (He. 12:14-15)ead,
heart purity is a requirement for seeing God (M8)5 The Lord has made this possible through daation.
In following or pursuing God'’s holiness, we keepsalves from conforming to the worldly system ardws.

Scripture Study
Maintaining the distinction — 1 Jn. 2:15-17; Tit12-14
Not conforming to the world — Ro. 12:1-2; 1 Th.5:24; Ja. 1:27; He. 12:14-15; Mt. 5:8

Conclusion

Holiness and worldliness are contrary. Zion Assgmiust maintain the distinction between them. t&anot
walk in holiness while being conformed to the at#s and lifestyles of this world. Through saidtion, we
can live holy in this present world, bringing glagsd honor to Jesus Christ.
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Introduction “Outward Holiness”

When the apostle Peter says, “But as he which ¢edted you is holy, so be ye holy in all mannercorfiversation,” he
has in mind an outward as well as an inward, sg@itigrace. Indeed, holiness expresses a Christidkener of living or a
lifestyle consistent with inward purity. Holinessan inward grace reflecting Christ outwardly uery area of our lives.
As such, holiness is not only spiritual, but alsactical. Christ changes the way we live (halitsstoms, and routines).

Key Verse

“And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all ie ttame of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to Godthad~ather by
him” (Col. 3:17).

Lesson Summary

Some may object to the whole idea of outward hebnsaying, “The Lord looks on the heart.” Othaesy minimize its
importance on the grounds of hypocrisy, saying,y@éme can be a wolf in sheep’s clothing” (Mt. 7:1%lowever, we
should keep in mind that human eyes cannot sedhethieart, but they can and do see the outward(mar6:43-45).
Words and actions are a reflection of the motivegiof the heart (v. 45). Jesus taught that wekaogvn by our own
fruit, by our works, and by our words and deedstd). In fact, we will be judged by our works (8.G%:10; 1 Pe. 1:17;
Re. 22:12). Thus, the Word of God calls us toifyjdhe name of the Lord through our words andawi(1 Co. 10:23;
Ph. 1:27; Col. 3:17). As saints of God, we shaddk to reflect perfect Christlikeness throughamelary lifestyle (1
Ti. 4:12). This is our calling in Christ. Moreay¢here is such a thing as sheep’s clothing assgbto wolf’'s clothing.
While the purity of the heart is the critical isdoe the believer, a sheep should never appeather®as a wolf. There is
a peculiar persona to God'’s people which is distirmm the people of the world. Both the apostiilPand the apostle
Peter addressed this issue in the church. Pauéwsolimothy about outward holiness (1 Ti. 2:8-10)e called for the
men of the church to lift up “holy hands,” not hisasr minds only. Paul is directing his focus todvthe outward man in
connection with the spirit of the inner man. THheri€tian man should lift up holy hands with a hblart. Again, to the
women he places emphasis on prohibitions regartfiagy outward appearance in connection with thesingrace of
godliness unto good works. Christian men and woarencalled not only to inward holiness, but alsdghe outward
holiness of the body. The inward and outward aspefcholiness cannot be separated. Peter tabglgame principles
regarding outward holiness (1 Pe. 3:1-5). He cotatkthe adornment of the body to one’s inward ggpee. A holy
lifestyle does not seek to be outwardly adorned, rbther to be inwardly adorned. When one’s liflest(outward
holiness) agrees with one’s confession of faitivéird holiness), one’s testimony is most effectivéeiading converts to
Christ (1 Pe. 3:1). As Christians, we are to bgiary and honor to God in every area of our liv@ie ultimate purpose
of holiness is therefore to please the Lord intlathgs. When we reduce our Christian living downathat is or is not
strictly sin, we have already missed the pointroé tspirituality. While some things may not becsly sinful, we may
fare better spiritually without them (1 Co. 10:23)hus, in everything we do, let us seek to pleéhsd.ord and maintain a
godly and effective witness before the unbelieihgo. 10:31-33).

Scripture Study

A holy lifestyle (words and deeds) — Lu. 6:43-48; B:27; Col. 3:17; 1 Ti. 4:12
Outward holiness — 1 Ti. 2:8-10; 1 Pe. 3:1-5

The principle of holiness — 1 Co. 10:23, 31-33

Conclusion

We are called to practical holiness, even outwalthéss. Outward holiness is the fruit or eviden€enward holiness.
It bears witness to our inward, spiritual man. sésh, our words and actions reflect the qualitpwf witness for Christ.
Let us be careful to maintain a lifestyle consisteith the teaching of Scripture and with the Largurity.
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introduction  WIllful Disobedience and the Christian”

As saints of God, do we sin a little every day3udedeclared that he came to set us free frondsir8(34-36).
If we are free from sin, do we continue to siname ways? If we continue to sin in certain ways,\ae truly
free from it? Are we free from sin only in the serthat we are forgiven, or do we actually havedoen from
sin — from the power and corruption of it? Thisden explores and answers these kinds of quedtmmsthe
perspective oWwillful disobedience and the Christian.

Key Verse

“Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; g seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, Iseche is
born of God” (1 Jn. 3:9).

Lesson Summary

Undoubtedly the works of sinners will be judged®yd. The apostle Paul explains that all sinnes) those who
have the knowledge of the law of God and those @dhaot, will be judged without respect of persoS&ners who
carry out sinful desires through disobedient heavil$ be judged by the righteous judge, Jesus €l{Ro. 2:11-16).
However, our Lord came to free us from sin andutgment (Jn. 8:36). When we define sin accordingohn’s
writings, we conclude that saints of God do not airittle every day. John’s primary concern is moir
imperfections in comparison with Christ, but ratber willful disobedience to the commandments arltdo God
(1 Jn. 2:3-4). While we have an advocate with Fagher (Jesus Christ) if we sin, nevertheless wst mat sin,
because sinning is a horror to the child of God @~2). In fact, if we are a true Christian, wengat sin a little
every day and be happy, because sinning opposdsitivdedge of Christ (1 Jn. 3:2-6). In other worsisining is
not the way of life for the true Christian. Howncae ever be called out of sin, if we are hopejedsiomed to sin
daily? Again, sinning in the life of the Christighould be understood as willful disobedience ttigs is the root of
humanity’s sin (Mt. 22:36-40; Jn. 14:15; 1 Jn. 5:3According to John, a Christian who walks in fuill
disobedience is a contradiction (1 Jn. 3:7-9; &&Y).- Moreover, God will judge willful disobedien@@nong his
people (Ep. 5:1-7; Col. 3:5-10). For this reasshen the apostolic church saints sinned, the Nestaheent writers
consistently called for them to repent and turmifrtheir sinful behavior. While any believer is ahfe of yielding
to temptation and sinning against God and one’'ghiogr, willfully committing sin is nonetheless im=istent with
the love of God (He. 10:26; Jn. 3:16). As sairit&od, we are responsible to live according tokhewledge of the
truth. To act in opposition to one’s conviction tr what one personally knows to be right is sinwaitful
disobedience (Ja. 4:17; Ro. 14:23). From thisgeative, each believer must work out his/her owraten with
fear and trembling (Ph. 2:9-13).

Scripture Study

God judges sin — Ro. 2:11-16; Ep. 5:1-7; Col. 305-1

Sin is willful disobedience — 1 Jn. 2:1-6; 3:2-915-18

Christians live according to knowledge — Ro. 14128; 10:26; Ja. 4;17; Ph. 2:9-13

Conclusion

Clearly, Jesus Christ came into this world to d&lius from the power of sin that produces willfidaedience in
the children of wrath. Our freedom from this powésin (the law of sin) is experienced throughcsification and
maintained through a consecrated lifestyle.



Foiutir-N-Foews . E-quip Your Faith

Adubt Bible Study Curviesbm "A Common Bond”

“A Forgetful People”

Introduction

Have you ever heard the phrase “the grass is algeener on the other side?” If we are not carefilcan become
dissatisfied with the Lord and the church and bepted to look elsewhere for guidance and truth.dbédpg on our
situation, we may even begin to doubt the Lord @uelstion the very foundations of our faith. Ourdgttoday looks at
the children of Israel, particularly in regard tmathey were seduced to look elsewhere for truthdivine direction. The
Old Testament church forgot the Lord’s promises thiedpeople allowed their circumstances to didta@ actions.

Key Verse

“And the whole congregation of the children of Erenurmured against Moses and Aaron in the wildeshe
(Ex. 16:2).

Lesson Summary

It is a blessing to see the hand of God at wordunlives and in the lives of those around us. Gad is a faithful God.
He hears our prayers and is eager to “give usek@as of [our] heart” (Ps. 37:4). But His handds always so obvious.
It is during these times that we must remember ‘tit Lord is not slack concerning his promises™RR 3:9). This is
where we find the children of Israel in today’'sdes. They had been held captive in Egyptian slaf@r 430 years.
Their prayer, generation after generation, wasfod to send them a deliverer. In answer to theiyeuful cry, the Lord
raised up Moses who led them out of bondage angghtdhem to a land flowing with milk and honey.eBxthing about
the Exodus was miraculous, and the children oklsnatnessed it all. In fact, they were recipieatsGod’s miraculous
power. They witnessed the plagues against Egypagainst Pharaoh and his armies; they saw theswditede as they
crossed the Red Sea, and then witnessed the veataltl®w up their enemies. They were partakers efghpernatural
blessings of God. How they must have marveledhaglory of the Lord led them from certain deatlihe blessings of
Canaan---the “promised land!” But see how soon tikeyed from singing the song of Moses (Ex. 15:1e2an attitude
of self-pity and blatant disregard for the thingsdGnd for Moses’ leadership (Ex. 16:1-3). How sty forgot! How
quickly they turned from saving faith to trust metarm of flesh. The New Testament church alscetlifrom God and
went into darkness and apostasy (Is 60:2; Ju. 8; R8). Like Israel, the New Testament church ébriger “first love”
(Rev. 2:4) and “fell away” from the truth (2 The&s3; 1 Tim. 4:1). Again in the 1920s, and stilaagin the late 1990s
and in the opening years of this century the chdegbarted from the faith. We see then that we dbgrfdith and must be
ever watchful and diligent to “keep the faith” lege fall (Ro. 11:19-21; Ju. 3, 24; 2 Pet. 1:10; R&%). We must guard
against murmuring and forgetting God’s promisesanjourney to the Promised Land lest we becometisidked and
lose our reward. The “prize of the high calling@dbd in Christ Jesus” must be always before us. Wst e diligent to
“press toward the mark” (Phil. 3:14) and to “contnin the things [we've] learned” (2 Tim. 3:14), that finally we may
hear Him say “well done.”

Scripture Study
God desires to bless His people---2 Pt. 3:9, P4, Ek. 12:31
His people must not forget His promises nor fotggiress forward---Phil. 3:14; 2 Tim. 3:14; Josh:43

Conclusion

We should bear in mind always where God has broughtrom and remember to keep our eyes on the -ptize
heavenly reward. We are a people with a commadah,faicommon bond, and a common vision. We hava besught
out of darkness into the marvelous light of Chiiigtt we must continue in His light and truth bytliaiLet us then “give
the more earnest heed to the things which we haaelhlest at any time we should let them slip”"ifH&1; 1 Pt. 1:9-13).
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“A New ldentity”

Introduction

Last week we looked at a time when the childrerisodiel took for granted the blessings of the Lond decame a
forgetful people. This week we will look at how @&imcorporated the family of Abraham into a “peaulpeople” with a
new identity. God gave them something that no omand take away. He gave them a new directioreva purpose, and
a new platform on which they could commune with Hithey were now His covenant people, His church.

Key Verse

“Now therefore if ye will obey my voice indeed, akdep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiastireaunto me
above all people: for all the earth is mine: Andsiall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and a haljon. These are the
words which thou shalt speak unto the childrerscddl” (Ex. 19:5, 6).

Lesson Summary

Have you ever been driving down the road mindingrymwvn business and suddenly you see blue ligashithg in your
rear view mirror? Just as suddenly you realizenkisgy feeling in the pit of your stomach as youngk at your
speedometer to see how fast you're going. Whéidsfirst thing the police officer will say to youRet me see your
license and registration?” Basically he wantsriow who you are. Then he will walk back to hisiethand process the
information to prove that you are who you say yeel ayour identification is very important. If i istolen, it can wreak
havoc on you financially, as well as ruin your naamel cause you problems emotionally and sociatiyhé same way
that our personal identification is crucial to qlece in society, so it was with God’s church ia thorld. The children of
Israel were at first not a people (Gen. 11:31)nthg God’s grace became a family through Abrahamn(®&2:1) and
finally were incorporated together by covenant ault Sinai to become God'’s “special people,” Hisrch. God said
they would be distinguished above all people (EX619hey became the “church in the wilderness”.(A88), a people
on a journey seeking for their promised inheritantiee “Promised Land"---a land flowing with milknd honey (a type
of heaven and perfection). The key verse in todegson shows that the children of Israel wererpo@ted together by
covenant and established to be: 1) a “peculiar [p2@) a “kingdom of priests” 3) a “holy nation.” W&t a sense of joy as
well as responsibility they must have felt. It ispiortant to notice that their identity as God’s refiuwas conditional
based on their willingness to abide by the law otlGEx 19:5). The promise they made at Sinai---tAHt the Lord hath
spoken, we will do (Ex 19:8)"---had to be kept.tJss, God’s church today is also identified byakedience to Christ in
“everything” (Eph. 5:24; Jn. 14:21; 17:6, 8; 1 3rt24; 2 Jn. 6). Note the parallel in 1 Peter 2:thvidixodus 19:5-8. It is
clear that the church in the New Testament is émeschurch that was in the Old Testament, thoughatremnant” of
Jews believed in Christ as Lord and Savior, accktite terms of the new covenant, and continuedaasqgb the New
Testament church. Study further: Mt. 5:17-48; 6; 21:42-44; Ac. 15:15-17; Eph. 2:11-19; 3:6; 4:4F%. 9:25-29;
10:11-17; 11:1-7, 14-23; 2 Cor. 3:6-18.

Scripture Study

God establishes His church by covenant (Ex 19:3e6;31:31-33)

The church must abide by the terms of the coveftanii9:8; Matt. 4:4; 5:17-48; 28:19; Jn. 17:6, 8)

Only the true church can fulfill the Great Commissi That's why our identity must be sure in Ch{idt 28:18-20)

Conclusion

The children of Israel went into Egypt as a fanaityd came out a great multitude. After the Exodus (B:1) they were
incorporated under the old covenant and becamely fration”---God’s divine government in the eaftc. 7: 37-38).

Then with the advent of Christ they were broughtiamthe terms of the new covenant. The church Vg identified

altogether by the dynamic graces and teachinghosC
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“The Promise Fulfilled”

Introduction

We have learned how God set apart the childrersrael to be His church. They were given this idgrit ultimately

bring salvation to the world through Jesus Chiiiwever, when Christ came the Jews as a wholetegigdim (Mt

21:42, 43; Lu.19:14; Jn. 1:11). But God would sddliver on His promise. Christ restored and rdsisiaed the church
with a “remnant” of Jews and then opened the dobtle church to the Gentiles (Ac. 13:45-51; 1577Ro. 9:23-29).

Key Verse

And He goeth up into a mountain, and calleth urito whom He would: and they came unto Him. And Hdaimed
twelve, that they should be with Him, and that highthsend them forth to preach, and to have powéretil sicknesses,
and to cast out devils (Mk 3:13-15).

Lesson Summary

The church in Old Testament experienced many slesgand on several occasions failed the Lord. Témple even
rejected God as their King and Savior (1 Sa. 8:der; 3:6-11, 21). But the Lord was patient andjifang and loved
them back into fellowship with Him time and agailter( 3:12-15, 23; Is. 4:4-6; 43:3-14; 45:21): foz khew the time
would come under the grace and power of the newravt that believers would through the Holy Siidgtable to live
faithfully and to keep His Word. God’s plan thusked forward to the time when the church under gnaould be
transformed and empowered inwardly by the HolyiSfloel 2:28, 29; Ac. 2:4, 16-18). His judgmententhe terms of
the New Testament is thus more stern and grave uhder the terms of the Old Testament; for God grasided in
Christ such an abundance of His grace and glonytthasgression becomes more flagrant and inextigeleb. 2:1-3;
10:26-31; Ro0.1:18-20). It is important to grasptt@@d’s indwelling grace through the Spirit is anpwerment that
enables believers to live consistent with God’s Wyeather than a means to excuse disobedience.iS iy the Old
Testament church’s rejection of Christ met withtrsuehement judgment from the Lord (Mt 21:43, 44y):Jesus is God's
promised remedy to wash away sin and restore ahcéde fallen humanity (Is. 9:6, 7; 2 Cor. 5:18rZ0here is no other
way to be redeemed and sanctified except in Ctirisuigh the Spirit (1 Cor. 1:24, 30; 2 Thess. 2:H3d there is no
other name under heaven by which men can be s@®d(12). The church of the New Covenant now endgmthe
glorified Christ (1 Cor. 12:27; 2 Cor. 3:3) andcismmissioned to proclaim the fullness of His Woithis is the reason
Jesus ordained the Twelve (Lu. 6:12-17), sanctied baptized them with the Holy Spirit (Ac 1:8;1:&), and
commissioned them to go forth to proclaim the Gogpall nations (Mt. 28:19, 20). We see then thedus was sent into
the world to redeem fallen humanity, but also talelssh His church---His bride---in the earth. Histher promise is that
the church will be perfected (Eph. 5:27; Rev. 19y&nd Christ and the Father will be glorified Ire tchurch (Mt. 5:16;
Phil. 1:11; Jn. 15:4-9; 17:5, 20-23).

Scripture Study

The OIld Testament church as a whole rejected J&isist (Ps 35:19; 69:4; 118:22; Mt 21:42, 43; 341115:25).
Jesus restored and reestablished His church vatetthat believed in Him (Mt 16:16, 18, 19; Mk 3:2A8. 2:41-44).
Jesus commissioned the church to proclaim thelfalhs” message and make disciples of all nativts28:19).

Conclusion

Christ came into the world to restore and perfeetdhurch, but He was categorically rejected bylthes (Mt 21:43; Jn.
1:11). Israel as a whole was at that point rejebe@od (Mt 21:43; Ac. 13:45-46; Ro. 11:19-23) aesus reestablished
the church beginning with the Twelve Apostles unther terms of the New Covenant. This was prophesaduries
before by the prophets (Ps. 72:16; Is 2:2-3; JeB1333; Amos 9:11; et al.).
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“An Established Purpose”

Introduction

We've seen that the Jews in the New Testamentvasoe rejected Christ (Jn. 1:11), and thereforeisthejected them
(Mt 21:43). Jesus thus restored His church witls¢heho believed in Him, setting the church in omeMount Hattin in
Galilee about A.D. 28 according to the terms of esv Covenant (Mk 3:13-15; Lu. 6:12-17; Mt. 5-7; 17:6, 8, 14).
But what was the verfoundation andpurpose for the newly established church, the restorechdbof God” (Ga. 6:16)?
This is the focus of our discussion today.

Key Verses
And | say also unto thee, that thou art Peter, @meh this rock | will build my church; and the gaitef hell shall not

prevail against it (Mt 16:18).

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizivegnt in the name of the Father, and of the Son &nigdeoHoly Ghost.
Teaching them to observe all things whatsoevervel@mmmanded you, and lo, | am with you always av&o the end
of the world (Mt 28:19-20)

Lesson Summary

Matthew 16:13-19 reveals the very pillar upon whigsus declared He would build His church. It i#$sence this: a
divine revelation that Jesus Christ is the Sonhefliving God (vv. 16-18). Peter’s response---“Thantithe Christ, the
Son of the living God"---to Jesus’ question is thgelation and testimony that every member of thech must have, in
order for the church to be strong and fulfill itgssion in the world. This is the very “rock” of tlsdurch---its unshakable
and indestructible foundation! Christ then follows in Matthew 28:19-20 by telling the disciples tharpose for the
church. The “great commission” bears out threerdisipoints. First, Christ commands His churchdach all nations.
The Gospel is for everyone---“red, yellow, blackdawhite are all precious in His sight.” The chuistthus universal,
open to born again believers in all nations. JasuSavior, Sanctifier, and Spirit-baptizer of alem everywhere!
Secondly, the church is to teach all men to obs&altethings whatsoever” that Christ commanded.sTinicludes the
message of the church. The church is God’s govanhfoe His people. God’s plan is for all of Hisheep” to be united
together in one body (Jn. 10:16; 11:49-52; 17:20E$. 1:10; 2:11-19; 4:11-16), and to “walk by #damne rule” of faith
(Phil. 3:16; Ro. 15:6). Thirdly, Christ reassurée thurch that He would remain with them alwaysl utfis mission in
the world is fulfilled (see also Heb. 13:5-6).

Scripture Study
The church is built on the revelation of who Jesus“the Son of the living God” (Mt 16:18)
The church is commissioned to teach the “all tHimgessage to all nations (Mt 28:20)

Conclusion

The great commission that Jesus gave to the clamiitipated the baptism of power on the day of &=t (Lu. 24:49;
Jn. 15:26; 16:7-15; Acts 1:8; 2:1-4). This Spirdtghism gives the church: 1) an unquenchable tfarstevival, 2) a zeal
for the ministry of reconciliation, and3) the empment to resist and overcome all opposition ifillialy its mission in
the world. Spirit-baptism is the seal guarante¢irggchurch to be a matchless spiritual force infhesuit of souls. The
purpose of the church was laid before the origitistiples, and so it is laid before us in this d&y’'s Zion. We are to
build upon the foundation of the revelation of thesus Christ---“the Son of the living God"---and reach out to
evangelize and disciple all nations with the fulspel---the “all things” message of Christ.
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“The Blessed Hope”

Introduction

In the previous lessons this month we looked bhokuigh history and saw how God set apart a peaplelis name and
to fulfill His purpose in the earth. We saw theertthat Old Testament Israel played in bringing altlee plan of salvation
for the world. We saw also, however, that the Jasva whole rejected Christ at His first coming amue consequently
“cut off.” Christ thus reestablished His churchtwthose who believed in Him, both Jews and Gentilés have seen
also that Christ commissioned the church to evaagéhe world, and to baptize and disciple belisyand He assured
the church that she would be successful in herioms# today’s lesson, we will look ahead to thergus conclusion of
the church---the “rapture” and “marriage suppethefLamb.”

Key Verses

Then we who are alive and remain shall be caughoggther with them in the clouds, to meet the Liarthe air: and so
shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfaré @another with these words (1 Thess. 4:17, 18).

Lesson Summary

The rapture of the church is denied by a great manmyisters and religious groups in Christian ciscliday.
Nevertheless, the Scriptures are clear in regathisdolessed event, and we are encouraged toftmalard to our being
“caught up” in the “twinkling of an eye” to meetehord in the air (1 Cor. 15:52). The most expljgitssage on the
rapture is 1 Thess. 4:13-18. Paul describes theesze the Lord appearing in bodily form from heavethe air above the
earth. He is coming with a shout, the voice of #nehangel, and the sound of a trumpet. This wghal the “first
resurrection” in which the “dead in Christ” of aljes are raised first and then they are immediatelyght up together”
with the living saints in the clouds to meet thed. the air. Once they meet the Lord in thethie, church and the saints
of all ages are then transported to heaven to inh@mnsions in the Father's house (Jn. 14:2-3) @orinthians 15:50-58
the apostle Paul tells us further that at the “matthef the rapture we shall be changed---glorifi€nlr corruptible bodies
will become incorruptible. Mortality will be swaleed up in immortality. We will then have bodiestedi for heaven.
Death and sickness will be no more. “Death is swadld up in victory!” Following the rapture, the 5@ will enjoy the
“marriage supper of the Lamb”---the marriage betwé&hrist and His bride having been consummatedhenrapture.
Thus says the apostle, “so shall we ever be wighLitrd” (1 Thess. 4:17). The perfected church aidts of all ages
(“dead in Christ”) will rejoice together in theskegsed events (see Rev 19:7-9; Ps. 45:9-15; S89.09.

Scripture Study

The church and all saints will be “caught up” toangesus in the air (1 Thess. 4:13-18)
The saints will be glorified---receive their healebodies---in the rapture (1Cor. 15:50-58)
The marriage supper of the Lamb will then take @lacheaven (Rev. 19:7-9)

Conclusion

The church is now qualifying herself for the raptand to be worthy to attend the marriage suppein €£26, 27; Rev.
19:7-9; 20:6; 22:14-19). These blessed eventsheilglorious times of rejoicing for those who havade themselves
ready. Those who fail to prepare themselves andampurently miss the rapture will suffer persecutma tribulation

upon the earth. The wrath of God will be poured“authout mixture” (Rev. 16:8-11, 14-20; 19:11-2Bven if some are
saved during the tribulation period (an arguableatpothey will have deprived themselves of therglof the rapture and
the blessings of the Marriage Supper, and rathee ba suffer persecution and anguish under thearefghe beast and
the wrath of God that will be poured out upon treld: The rapture then is our “blessed hope” (M#2446; Titus. 2:13,
14; 1 Pet.1:13-15).
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“In the World but not Of the World”

Introduction

It this lesson we will examine the proper relatlipsof the church with the world. Certainly the otiuis called to be
different from the world (Ex. 23:2; 1 Jn. 2:15-1&s. 4:4). God requires His people to be holy (1:B%; 1 Thess. 3:13;
5:23; Heb. 12:14) and separate from the world (2 6d.7). We are thus the world but nobf the world (In. 17:6, 9-
18). Further, we arm the world to affect the unregenerate with thegdfamnming power of God’s grace. Indeed, we are
“ambassadors” of His heavenly kingdom in this wadddreconcile the world to God (2 Cor. 5:18-20). Wave been
sanctified for this express purpose.

Key Verse

“I have given them thy word; and the world hathelgathem, because they are not of the world, evdraasnot of the
world” (In. 17:14).

Lesson Summary

In John 17:1-26 we are given an amazing look ime of Jesus’ most powerful prayers. Lifting up &y®s to heaven,
Jesus prayed not only for the will of the Fathebéoperformed in His own life but also in the livafsHis disciples and
those who would believe on Him through their testijn We are thus sanctified not only for our owkesa but for the
sake of the world around us, to whom we are catidae witnesses. Further, our witness is demoestrattwo ways: in
the embodiment of God’s love and holiness livedioutur lives, and in the proclamation of His trimmming truth and
power. Jesus’ prayer defines the landscape ofutwed for God's people. He cries out in earnestH@ disciples and
those who believe on Him through their testimonyéo‘made perfect in one” (v 23). His plea for oneness includes not
only loving one another in holiness but also theneotment to stand together against the corruptuoailbf the world
around us. We are set apart for this very purpimsbe the “salt of the earth” and the “light of twerld” (Mt. 5:13, 14).
Indeed, the church is God’s embassy in this smwidd---a “city set on a hill.” The apostle Paulpdains our relationship
to the world in Romans 12:1-2 in this wayenot conformed to this world: but [rather] be transformed by the renewing
of your mind. That you may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” In other words, we are not
to follow the crowd nor to be influenced and guidsrthe philosophies that govern the politics,itaibns, and lifestyles
of the world. Rather we are “called out” of the \doand empowered by God'’s grace to live our livesonformity with
the will of God revealed in His Word; and this sattwe might have the moral and spiritual poweetmncile the world
to God. The church has been sanctified spirituatigt “set apart” for this very purpose (see Ex. 18;%s. 33:12; 1 Pt.
2:9). Just as Christ was the world but nobf the world, so also the church, His body, is catedinister to the world,
but not to be influenced by and infected with timed$ the world. We are to follow our Lord’s exarefll Pt. 2:21-24).

Scripture Study
God desires for His people to live holy lives, drad provided the means for them to do so — 1 P5; Heb. 12:14; 13:12
God’s people are aliens in this world and showld &ccordingly — Jn. 17:1-26; Ro. 12:1-2; 1 Th&s&2; Heb. 11:13

Conclusion

We should be careful to guard against forming angroper relationships with the world around ushbfgr our own
sakes and for the sake of our witness to otherslidrprayer in John 17, Jesus emphasized thatrite and holiness of
the church is sothat the world may believe” (v. 21). Thus in order to fulfill our sacred dallj and important purpose, we
must be made holy and live above reproach (Mt.;511Bt. 2:12; Heb 12:14). We have been set apafbdy in this
world, and we should cherish this “high calling@dd in Christ” as a great honor.
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“Not Ashamed of the Gospel”

Introduction

Our focus in this lesson is on the power and efféd¢he Gospel of Jesus Christ---its ability tonsBorm a sinner into a
saint. It is because the Gospel has the powertemnew life and provides the way to heaven th&rSand those under
his influence belittle and slander it. Certainlg tGospel has no appeal to men and women of thelwforl, on the one
hand, it is plain and unsophisticated and thustrawive to intellectual and scholarly minds; and,the other hand, its
focus is on a man---a despised Jew---who was hat@dliand hanged on a tree (cf. 1 Cor. 1:18-3082:Moreover,
those who accepted the Gospel in the New Testawerg persecuted and ostracized and “everywhereespaffainst.”
The same is true today for those who proclaim andoely the true Gospel. For these reasons many @mdajashamed
of the gospel.”

Key Verse

“For | am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ:iffés the power of God unto salvation to everydmat elieveth; to the
Jew first, and also to the Greek.” (Rom 1:16)

Lesson Summary

Paul's epistle to the Romans is an amazing poinpdint explanation of the Gospel. He proclaims that Gospel can
save the lost, heal the sick and afflicted (spatliy physically, emotionally), and enable believé&w live sanctified lives.
(See the effect of proclaiming the Gospel in Jemunistry [Luke 4:18]). He explains human sin anoldG wrath against
sin, justification and God’'s imparted righteousnessd sanctification and practical holiness. Thesggb was the
foundation of Paul's new life in Christ, and hisankfe in Christ informed and conditioned his mitnis (See Ga. 1:15-
24; 1 Cor. 15:3-11). In Paul’'s doctrine, the worndaeffect of the Gospel does not stop at the paidfitsonviction,
repentance, and justification; indeed he showsttiesie experiences are preliminary steps for the momplete work of
sanctification. Further, the Gospel includes tharigls hope of the unity of God’s people in oneyydte perfection of
the church, the rapture and resurrection, the secoming of Christ, the “golden age” of the 100@uyeeign of Christ
and the church on earth, and the creation of almeEavens and new earth. For all of these reasoriss&gs) “I am not
ashamed of the gospel.” Neither should we be astiaoaay of the Gospel: it is still “the power of Gonto salvation to
everyone who believes.” Indeed, as believers walldhoe ashamed not to proclaim the Gospel. Itrigesis rather who
should be ashamed---ashamed of their sins and lingssl and ignorance of the things of God. Thistiy we should be
bold to preach the Gospel: for it has the powehiwitt to convict sinners of their sins and to cestthem in the image of
Christ. It is their only hope! The silence of thosho are ashamed of the Gospel speaks louder tioatiswEven our
families and loved ones will believe we are ashawofetthe Gospel if we are not bold to proclaim itsrgpus truths, and
diligent to share with them our testimony of i@rtsforming power!

Scripture Study
Paul had a passion to preach the Gospel of CR@n( 1: 1-17; 1 Cor. 15:3-11)

Conclusion

A lot of “Christians” today believe the Gospel miumt changed to fit modern society. They say weliaheg in a
different age and people must be ministered te#fitly; and that preaching directly from the Sweripes is outdated and
even the Bible itself is outdated and cannot féedfiock of God today. The truth is that many siechChristians and
Christian groups are simply ashamed of the Gogdpes is why we are in Zion Assembly boldly reaffimg our hope in
the simple Gospel of Jesus Christ. We believeghedching right out of the Book of Books is bettean all of the “how-
to” books in the world today, and that proclaimthg plain truths of Scripture is more effectiverthiae eloquence of the
world’s greatest orators! (See 1 Cor. 1:18-30;2):1-
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“The Saving Power of God”

Introduction

Oh the matchless joy of knowing Christ as one’speal Savior! There is no other experience thatetpual the benefits
of saving grace. Salvation gives one hope for tdu#yalso a more glorious future than one can inmagWe looked last
week at Romans 1:16 and focused on Paul's conwittiat he was not ashamed of the Gospel of Jestst.Gbur focus
today is more particularly on the power that made Bo bold in the Gospel. The believer who has altubeen
transformed by the power of the Gospel has theesgrwithin himself (Rom. 8:16; 2 Cor. 2:22; 5:5hEf:13; 1 John
3:14), and bears the fruit of righteousness (Rafy. BJn. 2:10, 21-24; 3:5-9).

Key Verse

“For the preaching of the cross is to them thaispefioolishness, but unto us which are savedtiiespower of God”
(1 Cor. 1:18).

Lesson Summary

We witness the power of God throughout Scriptuhem the creation story to the liberation of thebiravs from
Egyptian slavery, to Mount Sinai and the establishiof the “church in the wilderness” to the delaugce of the church
out of Babylon, to the miraculous birth of our Lardd Savior in Bethlehem. God’s power has beeneatiffom the
dawn of time. But in the Cross of Christ in partar the power of God for mankind’s eternal salwatis revealed. In
fact, “Jesus Christ and him crucified” is actuatye underlying theme throughout the Bible. Thougldén in a mystery
in the Old Testament, the Cross was there in tgmesshadows. Indeed, the Cross was formulatedeimihd of God
before the foundation of the world (Eph. 3:9-1Pt11:18-20). For the Gospel alone is “the poweGotl unto salvation”
(Rom 1:16). It is the “truth” and the “way.” Onlyé Gospel can spiritually change men’s hearts amkenthe darkest
sinners into “saints of light.” Only the Gospel daansform a “Saul” into a “Paul,” a “Simon Petaénto a “Cephas,” an
“Abram” into an “Abraham,” a “Sarai” into a “SardlOnly the Gospel has within it the incorruptibkeesl of God’s Word
and is able to purge sin and create new life (3r8,17; 17:17-19; 1 Pt 1:23; 1 Jn. 3:9). PeternJaind Paul basically say
the same thing in the Scripture references givaewvemamely, the Gospel of Christ is the vehicletigh which our lives
are transformed and reborn in the image of Godlinéss. The apostles are careful, however, to poittthat the
preaching of the Gospel alone does not save anywtedoes believing alone save anyone. The beliewest open his
heart and “receive” the Christ of the Gospel. “Batmany as received him, to them gave he powegdorbe the sons of
God . . .” (Jn. 1:12). Real salvation is so muchranihian merely reciting a prayer, signing a churalhd, shaking a
preacher’s hand, and doing good deeds. It is daigra new birth---a spiritual revolution in thew of man! It is a
deliverance from the “power of darkness,” and eafislation] into the kingdom of [God’s] dear Sofofossians 1:13).

Scripture Study
The Cross was in the mind of God from the foundatibthe world (Rom. 16:25; Eph. 3:9-11; 1 Pt 1218-
Salvation comes by believing in Christ and recejfim as Lord and Savior (Jn. 3:16; Rom 1:16; Effh® Jn. 1:12)

Conclusion

The apostles’ doctrine that there is salvation anlthe Gospel was drawn from Jesus’ teachingsislgsid, “| am the
way, the truth, and the life; no one comes to tagnhé&r, but by me” (In. 14:6). “Neither,” Peter sdisthere salvation in
any other; for there is none other name under hegixen among men, whereby we must be saved” (Ad®). Thus
Paul says, “For | determined not to know anythimgpag you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucifiedC¢t 2:2). Biblical
preaching and teaching is preaching Jesus ChH&-person and His work (1 Cor. 1:23, 24, 30; 2.@ds, 6).
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“An Open Book”

Introduction

The last few lessons have focused on what the Gdses for us---how its power transforms us inwai@hd makes us
new creatures in Christ. This lesson deals morécpéarly with how the Gospel empowers us to relatethers. We
should ask ourselves: how are we relating to thdi@n our circle of influence? What affect are having on them? Is
the Lord pleased with how we are relating to thdsnPle being glorified in our life? After all, weecalled to be the
“light of the world” and a “city on a hill” (Mt. 84). What is involved in this “high calling” of Gad Christ?

Key Verse

“Let your light so shine before men, that they rsag your good works, and glorify your Father wh&h heaven.”
(Mt. 5:16).

Lesson Summary

Light by definition signifies, “that which makespbssible to see.” Science tells us that lightdtaabout 186,000 miles
per second. That translates to about 671 millidesrper hour. Numbers such as these can be minglibggYet Christ
compared his people to light. Jesus said, “ye ladight of the world (Mt 5:14). This is a greatoo bestowed upon us
to be sure; but it also involves a great respolityibiWe are the light- bearers of God in the wbild another sense, we
are His ambassadors, called to bear His messagwaegresent Him in the world (2 Cor. 5:20). Hawa ever heard
someone say, “My salvation is between me and my'Gius is a fairly common belief; but it is a goslistortion of
what Christianity is all about. Christ has saved ateansed us in order for us to be the templéhefhioly Trinity---
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost---so that men may sekiGus. Our lives therefore should be transpatienthers. We are
called to be an open book before all men. Thusslsaid, “Let your light shine before men.” Why? “@ey may see
your good works, and glorify the Father.” We aansformed by the glory of the Lord so the world rbatold His glory
in us (2 Cor. 3:18). Indeed, we are “manifestlyldesd to be the epistle of Christ . . . known agaldrof all men” (3:2, 3).
Certainly salvation is not of works; yet good wof&ow those who have been born again. Indeedthfaithout works
is dead” (Jam. 2:14-26). Unfortunately, post-modaan has become selfish and individualistic, ansl smful attitude
has influenced many Christians. We should be chréferefore, not to allow this attitude to cre@poiour churches in
Zion Assembly. Our singular purpose is to reachldlsefor Jesus Christ and to allow Him to workaimd through us for
the glory of God. As we do good works in His namen will glory God in us (See Ga. 1:24; 2 Th. 11D, 1 Pet. 4:14).
So let “consider one another to provoke unto love good works” (Heb 10:24). Are you an open bodk?our local
church an open book? Does the world see “Chrigbin the hope of glory” (Col. 1:27). This is ouiigh calling” in Zion
Assembly. “Unto [God] be glory in the church by @hdesus” (Eph. 3:21)

Scripture Study
We are the light to the world and Christ’'s ambassa{Mt 5: 14-16; 2 Cor. 5:20)
Our good works are not private but public and méauglorify God (Mt 5:16; Jam. 2:14-26; Heb. 10:24)

Conclusion

Our walk with Christ is not a private walk. John $Mg/ said there is “no such thing as an individDhfistian.” Christ
desires that our light shine before men. We ar&k®dtamd open for the world to read. This respotigybshould move us
to greater faith and greater works. The transpagrehour lives will cause others to see Him anddek Him.
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“The Right Motive”

Introduction

Children of God are commanded to live their livesight before God, but also before others. It ieua saying, “We are
the only Bible many people ever read” (compare 'Bathtement in 2 Cor. 3:2, 3). Since we have hiigh calling, we
should avoid all appearance of sin and evil inlougs (1 Thess. 5:22). But we should also be shaé our motives for
doing what's right are right. It's possible to hdvight conduct” with “wrong motives”---to do theright thing” without

the “right spirit.” Only if our hearts are truly setified, will our motives and conduct please tlwd.

Key Verse

“For | know of nothing against myself, yet | am nostified by this; but He who judges me is the d.ofherefore judge
nothing before the time, until the Lord comedo will both bring to light the hidden things of darkness and reveal
the counsels of the heartThen each one's praise will come from God (1 @g¥-5).”

Lesson Summary

Motives are really either right or wrong. Just dsand water do not mix, so one’s motive cannotigat and
wrong at the same time. Therefore, Jesus saidol@t gommunication be “yes or no” (Mt. 5:37), that we
should say what we mean and mean what we say! Algains said, “If your eye is single, your whole ool
be full of light” (Mt. 6:22), that is, if your minénd heart are sincere and pure, so will be ydectbns and
actions. We should speak truth from the heart. Agiian should bear in mind always that he is kyvhs life
in preparation for eternity. Since God judges tharh we should be careful always to have the mgbiive for
an action---indeed, our salvation depends on itisiter the following: Why did you get up and coraehurch
today? Why did you choose this particular churchttend today? What motivates you to do what ycu ltd¢s
possible to go to church for the wrong reason--efcample, just to make contacts for business. Mduopse a
particular church because of its size, or becausas programs to entertain children. Others ga particular
church because the preacher is an eloquent speakéynamic pulpiteer!---though he may be in thaistry
mainly for personal gain. The apostle Paul speakg olearly in our key verse that the secrets oftmarts will
one day be revealed. Yes our outward actions aseingortant; but the purity of our heart is monepiortant.
Jesus said, “For out of the heart of men proceddhemughts, [and all manner of sin]” (Mt. 15:1%ing Saul
seemed to be mighty warrior outwardly (1 Sam R}, on the inside he had become corrupt and higdiim
was taken from him (1 Sam. 15:28). On the otherdhdravid was the youngest of Jesse’s sons, a mere
shepherd boy (1 Sam 16:11) without much worldlydiiag, but inwardly he was a man after God’s owarhe
(1 Sam. 13:14), and he became the mighty kingraglg1 Sam 16:13). A pure heart will give us righdtives
and enable us to walk holy before the Lord andrsthe

Scripture Study
God desires for our motives to be pure and up(igi@or. 4:4-5; Mt 5:37; 15:19)
Saul and David are contrasting examples of an impeart and a pure heart (1 Sam. 13--16)

Conclusion

Obeying the teachings of Christ is important, batmust live them out with the right motives in artteplease the Lord,
and to be effective in our witness to others. Maegpthe only way for our motives to be right is fmur heart to be right;
and the only way for our heart to be right is thlylowegeneration, sanctification, and maintainimgmsecrated life.
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“Those Over Us”

Introduction

Leadership is important; in fact, leaders are dagsdor order, discipline, and progress (Rom. 1Jit. 3:1; 1 Pet. 2:13).
Every nation and government must have leaderseShechurch is also a nation, a “holy nation” €. R:9), it too must
have leaders. In fact, the church is God’'s govemnmethe earth, ordained to bind and loose inheatiat God has bound
and loosed in heaven (Mt. 16:19; Jn. 20:23). Tiawm calls and sets leaders over us in the chuncbup edification
(Eph. 4:11; Heb. 13:7. 17, 24). Our role as memiien® follow those whom God has set over us, diotdly, but
“considering the end of their conservation [lifdsfyconduct].” We should imitate the faith of gdedders.

Key Verse

“Obey them that have the rule over you, and sulymitrselves: for they watch for your souls, as thegt must give
account, that they may do it with joy, and not wgtief: for that is unprofitable for you.” (Heb 11F)

Lesson Summary

We should be thankful for God-ordained leadersngeinder the authority is for our protection, instion, discipline,
and spiritual growth. The terauthority is often thought of negatively; in fact, authatite leadership is rejected by a
large part of contemporary society; neverthelesthowt duly authorized leadership the world anddherch would be in
disarray and chaos. The idea of authoritative lesdiile raises two immediate questions: Is obediamnditional?
What if one in authority directs one to do someghwrong? The writer of Hebrews exhorts us to dedtthings: 1) to
obey those who rule over us; 2) to submit to thele rule over us, and 3) to discern and evaluateositative directives
given by those who rule over USbediencedeals with our response to authorisybmissiondeals with our attitude to
authority, discernment and judgmentdeals our conscience regarding authoritative requents. Three things are
therefore involved: 1) a “perfect heart,” 2) a ‘img mind, and 3) “mature judgment” [See 1 ChroB:9 Isa. 7:15;
Heb. 5:14]. We may conclude then that we do ndb¥olleaders blindly, but with sanctified reason gndgment.
Ultimately, we follow Christ and righteousness;rdfere we follow leaders here on earth only as fledlpw Christ and
righteousness (Eph.5:1; Heb. 6:14; 1 Th. 1:6; 224&h. 3:7, 9). The Babylonian king, Nebuchadnezeas brutal,
persecuting and destroying many Jews. Yet he whs tmbeyed in his realm as a king. God even chliedHis servant
(Jer. 25:9; 27:5-7). Nevertheless, when he issuedé¢cree for everyone to worship the golden imdogethree Hebrews-
--Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego---refused: amdwiere justified in their disobedience; for thegres required to
disobey any law of man that contradicted the lawGod. Still, they maintained a respectful and s@sme attitude
toward authority, even referring to Nebuchadneazdiking” (Dan 3:16-18). Our obedience must bemuatiely according
to the Word of God. If what we are asked to do dusscontradict the Word of God, we should be wgliand obedient.
But in the church we also want to get to the ptheg¢ we do what we do with joy (1 Th. 1: 6; Act8&41; Heb. 13:17).

Scripture Study

God has placed authorities in our lives for pratecand spiritual guidance (Heb 3:7, 17)

Our obedience should be with a submissive atti{ddehron. 28:9; Dan. 3:16-18)

Our obedience should be based on reason and judgmihe light of God’s Word (Heb. 5:14).

Conclusion

God has ordained authoritative leadership in thddivend the church, and thus all men are subjetitdgowers that be.
We should submit therefore to governors as lontheis directives to not contradict the Word of Gaédhy directive that

would cause one to sin should not be obeyed. \Béllshould disobey respectfully. The second-centinyrch father,

Tertullian, saw the hand of God at work even whenahurch was being persecuted by Roman authél@yrote, “The

more you cut us down, the more in number we grdve Blood of Christians is seed.”
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“Honor and Prayer for Civil Authority”

Introduction

In the previous lesson we considered the authofitgadership both in the church and in the wdrdoday’s lesson we
are going to consider civil authority in particuland the need for us to pray for political and Icivlers. Satan is
especially active in tempting civil rulers to abubkeir God-ordained powers (Romans 13:1-7); for yngovernors and
civic leaders are unsaved, and thus become eagyt@eerve the purposes of the “wicked one,” incigchindering and
suppressing the church and the saints of God. Wetlsa in last week’s lesson in the case with Kigpuchadnezzar.
We are therefore admonished to lift up kings arersun prayer. It is our responsibility to standhe gap for them.

Key Verse

“I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplicatis, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thabksmnade for all men; For
kings, and for all that are in authority; that wayread a quiet and peaceable life in all godlireess honesty. For this is
good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savidrp will have all men to be saved and to come timeoknowledge
of the truth (1Tim. 2:1-4).

Lesson Summary

As Christians we should avoid getting caught upartisan politics, for we are called to pray fomts, and all
that are in authority.” To be too zealous for ordditigal party or the other may hinder the singerind
effectiveness of our prayers. This is why we shaudrd against getting “[entangled] with the aBanf this
life” (2 Tim. 2:4). The Christian has a definitespgnsibility to pray without “respect to personst those in
authority: and we do this that we might live “quaetd peaceable lives in all godliness and hone&gpd’s
Word assures us that the prayers of godly men amden affect world leaders, who in turn make deosithat
determine temporal circumstances in the world. &gt “prayer changes things.” Tennyson wrote, “Klor
things are wrought by prayer than this [world magasin of]. Wherefore, let thy voice rise like a ftain . . .”
We are told in Proverbs 29:2 that “When the righteare in authority, the people rejoice.” It is §ibte,
however, for one to have more authority on his krtean one who is in the highest office in the fadifior “the
heart of the king is in the hand of the Lord” (Pr@l:1). God through prayer may move the king i tight
direction, as He did in the cases with Nehemiah Anaxerxes (Nehemiah 1:1-11--2:1-9), Joseph aratdtin
(Genesis 41:1-45) and Daniel and Nebuchadnezzani€¢Dh:17-21; 2:24-49). It is possible therefore foe
righteous to rule through prayer! The welfare afation depends on the rule of wise men; if theg mell the
church will be able to fulfill its mission in theasld with less difficulty.

Scripture Study

We are to honor and pray for all in authority (inT2:1-4; Heb 3:7; Rom 13:1-7)
Through wise leadership nations rejoice (Prov. 442%:2; Daniel 2:21)

The righteous can rule indirectly through prayeari@l 1:17-21; 2:24-49).

Conclusion

Part of our duty as children of God is to prayg#htly for governors and civil leaders. Our praysas change
the course of historyWe should pray first of all for the salvation ofexs, but also that God will use them, even if in
spite of themselves, to serve His purposes thréluglchurch.
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“A Friend of God”

Introduction

Everyone desires to have friends. A dear frierithogom friend,” is especially coveted by most of Bat the ternfriend
in the Bible, particularly in one’s relationship®wod, has a more specialized meaning than whatomeally attach to the
word, though the idea of “bosom friend” comes clo$Ske biblical image of “friend” connotes intima@nd close
communion and trust. Thus God spoke to Moses ‘fadace, as a man speaks to his friend” (Ex. 33:11)

Key Verse

“And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abmain believed God, and it was imputed unto him fghteousness: and
he was called the Friend of God” (James 2:23).

Lesson Summary

The concept of Abraham as the friend of God fintaduced in Is. 41:8 is followed by the autho2dEhronicles, saying,
“Art not thou our Godwho didst drive out the inhabitants of this land befting people Israel, and gavest it to the seed of
Abrahamthy friend forever” (2 Chron. 20:7)? In our text verse Alaatisfaith was “imputed to him for righteousness,”
that is, by faith through grace he was “made righ$2 [not just counted righteous] and thus became'Eriend of God”
(Gen. 15:6; Ro. 4:3-5). We see then that Abrahasved justified in a mere juridical (or legal) sermut he was actually
changed by the grace of God: for he produced itifeishe fruits of righteousness (Jas. 2:24-26; R&7-24). Abraham’s
friendship with God, and thus his intimacy with Geds forged through faith. Likewise, all who angyt redeemed are
called the friends of God. Jesus called His dissipilis friends (Jn. 15:15) and also “Abraham’sdreih” (Jn. 8:39; see
also Ro. 4:17, 23, 24). A friend (the Greek worghdos [‘beloved”]) connotes someone close, a dear ondetyved
one. A friend in the sense of one’s relationshita is therefore no mere acquaintance; rathes baé who is taken in
by God as His confidant, and is made privy to Galep thoughts and desires as was illustratedeififdhof Abraham
(Genesis 18:16-33; see also Jn. 15:15). A friendsofl is one who trusts God for the care of his/wul. God
demonstrated His love and care for our souls byigiag the remedy for our soul-sickness (sin) inri€hthrough the
Cross and the infilling of His Spirit in us. Ounst in God’s care for our souls results in the dilegs and joy of God's
righteousness imparted to us (2 Pet. 1:4), whichlifigs also us to live in His presence for etgrnih fact, friends of
God [unlike “servants”] are joint-heirs with Christ all of God'’s eternal blessings (Ro. 8:17; G@F). It is important to
understand, however, that our special friendship @iod requires obedience on our part: for GodilisGod. He is the
potter, we are the clay. Therefore Jesus said, ‘&feuny friends, if you do whatsoever | command’ydno. 15:14).
Friends also are willing to suffer for one anotf@mpare Jn. 15:13, 18-20 with Ro. 8:17; Phil 3:1¥)eed,
“there is a friend that sticketh closer than albect (Pr. 18:24).

Scripture Study

Isaiah declared Abraham a friend of God (Is 41:8)

One becomes a friend of God through faith (Ja)2:2

We remain friends of God through faith and obedgef@. 15:14; Jas. 2:24; Ro. 4:17-24)

Conclusion

The true friend of God desires to grow ever cldseGod and seeks always to please Him. Frienddiepseen people
come as a result of one getting to know anotheutjin communication. It is no different with God a#id friends. One
gets to know God better by prayerful communica@ma meditation through the Holy Spirit (Jn. 17:20-Phil. 3:10).

But God also draws near to us through our good svtirlt please Him (Jn. 15:4-5, 7-8; Jas. 2:24-26).
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“Christ and the Church”

Introduction

Today's lesson raises an essential question: “Vihdlhe message of the church?” The answer is simpl
Foundationally, our message is Christ. The apdatlel declared, “For | determined not to know amyngd
among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucifiedC@12:2). Indeed, he is our message. He isdba point

of our salvation. Although Paul emphasized Classthe central message of the church, we nevesthpteach
Christand the church. In this lesson, we will see that m@ssage centers on the relationship between Christ
and his church.

Key Verse
“This is a great mystery: but | speak concerningi€tland the church” (Ep. 5:32).

Lesson Summary

Can we rightly preach “the church” without preachi@hrist? Of course not! We can become so prgoedu
with the doctrine of the church that we lose sighthe centrality of Jesus Christ, the head ofdherch (Col.
1:17-19). But doing this actually distorts and W@ the message of the church (v. 17). To procthie
doctrine of the church without proclaiming Chrigsttoys the very life and vitality of the churctv(\8-19).
As the head, Christ necessarily has the preeminenm@éhout his fullness, we cannot be fulfilled (1£9).
Without him, we have no salvation (Ep. 5:23). WithChrist’s fullness, we cannot be perfected. hadt him,
the church has no authority (Ep. 1:19-22). WithGhrist, we lack what we need to properly functamhis
body (Col. 2:19; Ep. 4:15-16). On the flip sidanave preach Christ completely without preachiregdhurch?
Again, the answer is no. Why not? The apostld Baplained that the body, the church, is the &8 and
fulfillment of Christ (Ep. 1:23). God’s presengghabits the whole creation, but by his Spirit heetisvmost
fully and completely in the church through Chris/hat else could contain the fullness of his gldnyt “the
church of God, which he hath purchased with his d@ood” (Ac. 20:28)? When Paul explained the right
relationship of husbands to their wives, he inggddusbands to love their wives after the patéi@hrist and
the church. Christ “loved the church, and gavedeifnfor it” (Ep. 5:25). Therefore, the churchethody of
Christ, is the primary object of Christ’'s great éov In other words, when he died for sinners, hed db
purchase a church (a bride) for himself. Thus, fdeais of Christ's mission in the world finds artimlate
fullness and completion in the church. Certaihlg,is establishing the rule and reign of his kingdbut he
accomplishes that goal in fullness through buildigychurch (Mt. 16:18; Ac. 2:47; Ep. 2:19-22). tlU&hrist
comes again, he will continue to build his chuiaig she will continue to become all he desiresdee.

Scripture Study
The church without Christ? — Col. 1:17-19; Ep. 5:239-22; Col. 2:19; Ep. 4:15-16
Christ without the church? — Ep. 1:23; Ac. 20:2B; &:25; Mt. 16:18; Ac. 2:47; Ep. 2:19-22

Conclusion

To preach the church without Christ is no messagdl;aand to preach Christ without the churchngydalf of
the message. Our message in Zion Assembly ChiirGlo@ centers on the relationship between Clanst his
church. We are dedicated to proclaiming this ttotthe whole world.
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Introduction “Unity of Believers”

In the Gospel of John chapter seventeen, Jesusgtaythe Father, saying, “And now | am no moréhm world,
but these are in the world, and | come to theely Hather, keep through thine own name those whuooa hast
given me, that they may be one, as we are” (Ji1).7:The will of God in Christ is unmistakably afe “that they
may be one, as we are.” The Father, Son, and Gbbst are one. God’s will is for the union ofvaho believe in
Jesus Christ. This perfect union will come throogledience to his Word, which we will discuss ioter lesson.
In this lesson we simply want to establish God'siefor the outward and inward unity of his people

Key Verse
“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethto dwell together in unity” (Ps. 133:1)!

Lesson Summary

The principle of Christian unity is explicit in ti&criptures. Through his precious blood, Christvjated the basis for the
unity of all believers (Ep. 2:13-18). Thus, Godlsurch is a church for all nations, races, and lesopJesus explicitly
stated the principle of oneness when he said, “@thér sheep | have, which are not of this foldmbadso | must bring,
and they shall hear my voice; and there shall lefold, and one shephér@n. 10:16). All true believers, those who
walk in the Spirit of God, have spiritual unity @hrist. They are all citizens of the same kingddrherefore, the church
should never violate the unity for which Christdli®ut should seek “to keep the unity of the Spirithe bond of peace.”
But there is also an outward and corporate uniah®@od desires for his people. There is but “omggyband one Spirit,
even as ye are called in the one hope of youmgglbne Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God attidf of all, who is
above all, and through all, and in you all” (Ep3-6). In fact, his sheep will hear his voice antlofv him. Where is
Christ leading his sheep? He is leading themami® fold, into one church. In fact, “the mystefyhes will” is that God
will “gather together in one all things in Chrig€p. 1:8-11). Oneness in Christ is essential éovikion and purpose of
Zion Assembly Church of God. Therefore, we tale Striptures seriously, calling us to love one laagtto prefer one
another, and to submit one to another (Ro. 12:p05E1). In addition to spiritual unity, Chrisa$icalled us to unity in
the truth. In John chapter seventeen, Jesus’ pfayehe unity of all believers hinges on believdreing sanctified
through the Word of truth (IJn. 17:17-23). Otheryithey cannot come into the unity for which Chpgsayed (1 Co.
1:10-13; 3:3). Full unity comes through believeagd submitting to God’s truth. His truth uniteBrue unity is indeed
unity in the truth. Furthermore, Christ’'s truthnist divided because Christ himself is not dividgédCo. 1:13). Yet today,
Christianity is filled with division and disunityNevertheless Christ prayed “that they all may be;@s thou, Father, art
in me, and | in thee, that they also may be onsesirthat the world may believe that thou hast seit(Jn. 17:21). While
we are committed to spiritual unity in Christ, wiscaknow that complete and practical unity is opbssible through
uniting in the truth(Ac. 2:40-47). For this reason, Zion Assemblgéslicated to preaching and teaching “all the cdunse
of God” (Ac. 20:27). When we come together in 8@rit and in the truth, we experience a greatel failer unity in
Christ (Ps. 133:1-3; Ep. 4:13-16).

Scripture Study
Unity in the Spirit — Jn. 10:16; Jn. 17:11; Ep.218; Ep. 4:3-6; Ep. 1:8-11
Unity in the truth — Jn. 17:17-23; 1 Co. 1:10-18, R:40-47

Conclusion

Until he comes again, Christ is building his chyrahd the church is becoming all that Christ dssiver to be.
God’s will through the ministry of the church is twaite all believers in the Spirit and truth in Ghidesus. Zion
Assembly Church of God is committed to this priheignd vision of oneness in Christ.
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Introduction “A Glorious and Perfect Church”

The Scriptures speak of God’s church in terms afid@erfected and made glorious (Ep. 4:13; 5:2Berfect”
means “arriving at the ultimate goal.” Perfectalso has to do with reaching one’s fullness in &hbecoming all
that God would have one to become. It indicate fhaturity.” Glorious, as it is used here, is closely aligned to
perfect. Glorious refers to the state of the chwrben it reaches its perfection. When perfecte@lwist, the glory

of God will be fully manifested in the church. Sk bring honor and praise to Christ at his cogjiand he will to
her.

Key Verse

“That he might present it to himself a glorious thy not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thibgt that it
should be holy and without blemish” (Ep. 5:27).

Lesson Summary

Perfection is Christ’'s goal for the church. TheblBispeaks of the perfecting of the church, indigity and
corporately (Ep. 4:13-15; Col. 1:28; He. 6:1-3). hilW spiritual perfection is an individual goal (Cd:28), the
apostle Paul also wrote in corporate terms (EB-44). He means corporate perfection becausefees® Christ
as the head of the church, and then speaks in tefrtiee “whole body” being connected to him (Eplt16).
Moreover, the Scriptures teach perfection as aitta accomplishment for the church, somethingtgdte attained
(Ep. 4:13; He. 6:1). Even when speaking of himdeHdul was anticipating his own perfection or cagtiph in
Christ (Ph. 3:12). The mature (“perfect”) Christiss always striving for a greater perfection amanpletion in
Christ (Ph. 3:14-15). As long as we live in thesertal bodies, we should ever strive to be more mode like
Jesus. Hence, perfection is both a qualitative quehtitative pursuit: qualitative in that we shbalways and
earnestly desire God’s perfections (Mt. 5:48); gudntitative in that we are ever seeking to add bemto the
body to be perfected (Jn. 10:16). Clearly, theilebe no perfection until all of the sheep areugbt into the fold.
Certainly, the church corporately will never regehfection without the individual perfecting of nsembers. The
glory of the church will be fully manifested in iperfected state. Christ will come for a glorialmsurch because
“his wife hath made herself ready” (Re. 19:7). Tdmrch will be made ready or prepared for Christgning
through “the washing of water by the wbr@Ep. 5:26; 2 Ti. 3:16-17). It will be a gloriowhurch at his coming
because the Lord will glorify his house by his oWlord (Is. 60:7). The church of God will be a gtars church
because Christ already has put his glory withinctigrch (Jn. 17:22-23). In other words, he hasaaly given to the
church what it needs to be a perfect and gloriaussé (that is, the glory of the Holy Spirit). Hdélwome for a
church made glorious in holiness by his Word anaitSjgp. 5:26-27; 2 Pe. 3:14; Ro. 8:29-30). Chwdl bring his
church to its spiritual fulfilment and ultimate ropletion: a glorious and perfect church.

Scripture Study
A perfected church — Mt. 5:48; Ep. 4:13-16; Ph2314-15; Col. 1:28; He. 6:1-3
A church glorious in holiness — Is. 60:7; Jn. 1722 Ep. 5:26-27; 2 Ti. 3:16-17; 2 Pe. 3:14; R@%830

Conclusion

Sometimes we look at the church and see one whiemything but perfect and glorious. Nevertheledgen the
apostle Paul wrote about the church, he was aatiog that which was yet to come. He was explairBod’s
ultimate will for the church. We should remembeattour present conditions never alter the finat@me which
God'’s Word destines for the church. She will bdgm# and glorious in Christ at his coming.



Fatl-N-Focus : E-quip Your Faith
Bl Sty Covviclon "The Message of the Church”

Introduction “Rapture of the Church”

Ultimately, God will bring his church to perfectiand completion in Christ. The church will be arglus
house. Why will the Lord accomplish this in hisuoth? He will do this in order to receive her tmbelf into
everlasting peace and joy (Ep. 5:27; 1 Th. 4:1His bride will be adorned in righteousness andreds (Re.
19:7-9). The church will experience the raptureinly “caught up” together with all of the saints the
Marriage Supper of the Lamb.

Key Verse
“Then we which are alive and remain shall be caughtogether with them in the clouds, to meet thedlin

the air: and so shall we ever be with the LordT(i 4:17).

Lesson Summary

At the time of the rapture when Jesus comes agfagndead in Christ will experience the resurrectbiife (In.
5:28-29). We get a glimpse of this miraculous éweriEzekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bonesz(E37:5-6, 12).
In his vision, Ezekiel witnessed a foreshadowinghef power of the resurrection. The apostle Paplagned how
the miracle of the resurrection will occur. Theaden Christ will be raised by the Spirit who indigesvery born
again believer (Ro. 8:11). In the same way theyHgirit raised Christ from the dead, he will “gkgn” the dead in
Christ when Jesus comes. Clearly, the rapturdefchurch is prefaced by an orderly sequence aitev@ Th.
4:16). First of all, the Lord will descend perstiyna Jesus emphatically declared that he will be dbne to come
again and receive us to him (Jn. 14:3). Howeves, descent is not Christ’s return to the earth.fact, when he
descends, the church and the saints will tassmeet himin the air (1 Th. 4:17). At the time of the rapture, Chsst’
coming will deliver the saints from God’s wrathTh. 5:1-11). When later he returns to rule andrra&in the earth,
he will come with the raptured saints to executlgjuent (Jude 14-15). Christ’s descent will be agzanied with a
shout the voiceof the archangel, and the trumpGod. The rapture of the church will be a mégent event, a
prelude to the Second Coming of the Lord. Morepther dead in Christ will be raised incorruptibleTh. 4:14-16;
1 Co. 15:52). And finally, the living saints wakperience the rapture (1 Th. 4:17). In the ragttire living saints
are changed (1 Co. 15:51; Mt. 17:1-2). This wdppen instantaneously (1 Co. 15:52). Mortal mastrfjput on
immortality” (v. 53). The living saints will excinge their vile bodies for a glorious body (Ph. 3:210n. 3:2). In
addition to being changed, the saints will be “daugp together with” the resurrected saints (14k7). The word
“rapture” originates in the Latin language. It da@ses the dynamic experience of being “caught uphie rapture is
illustrated in the teachings of Christ when Jesysaned how “one shall biaken, and the other left” (Mt. 24:40-
41). Again, he taught this same idea in the parabthe ten virgins in Matthew 25. The five wisgins went with
the bridegroom into the marriage (or marriage fedsit the door was shut to the foolish and unpegpairgins (vv.
10-13).

Scripture Study
The dead in Christ are raised — Jn. 5:28-29; 12z337:5-6, 12; Ro. 8:11; 1 Th. 4:14-16; Jude 14-15
Changed and caught up — 1 Co. 15:51-53; 1 Th. 28'Rh. 3:21; 1 Jn. 3:2; Mt. 24:36-44; 25:10-13

Conclusion
The first resurrection will be a glorious time, whthe church is both raptured and enraptured byHiblg
Spirit. The dead in Christ will be raised firshdathen the living saints will be changed and caugh
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“A Visionary Mission”

Introduction

In Zion Assembly Church of God, we have a visiontfe unity of all believers. Also, we have a rinasof reaching the
world with the full gospel of Christ. Bringing tbe two goals together, Zion Assembly serves tdllftiiie Biblical call
for Christian unity through proclaiming the full ggel among the nations. We therefore have a miasgrovision and a
visionary mission.

Key Verse
“And the gospel must first be published among atlans” (Mk. 13:10).

Lesson Summary

Zion Assembly has a missionary vision. Christ babed and commissioned the church to be his witrfasto the
uttermost part of the earth” (Ac. 1:8). Certaintlyis includes proclaiming the person and workedu$ Christ as Lord
and Savior; but we must also teach the “all thimgpmtsoever | have commanded you” message (Mt. 28:80 Zion
Assembly, we are obeying this call and are dedlatire full gospel throughout the world (Mk. 16:15n fact, Jesus
stated that the proclamation of the full gospethte whole world would be precursory to his comiik( 13:10; Mt.
24:14). This goal of fulfilling our global missigeropels the church forward. We are ever advanmmgrd the end and
fulfillment of our missionary purpose. The gospkthe kingdom will be published by the churchhe £nds of the earth,
but not without adversity. The church is proclaigithe good news of Christ in a time of great ddoagMk. 13:5-6), in
a context of world conflict (vv. 7-8), in the facé persecution (vw. 9, 11), and in the midst ofrbadtand opposition (vv.
12-13). For these reasons, keeping our visionfarws on God’s purpose in and through the churctecessary in order
to stay on task in our mission. Zion Assembly hagsionary mission. We are publishing the gosgeChrist with an
ultimate purpose in mind — the unity of God’s p&opMWe are preaching and teaching the truth “t@l all come in the
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the QrGod” (Ep. 4:13). The unity of the faith of vehi the apostle Paul
writes is clearly futuristic: “till we all come.’Such unity is reserved for the church in her fupggect and glorious state
(Ep. 4:13-15; 5:26-27). In other words, the gdalwity and perfection (full maturity) go hand-imdid. In Ephesians
5:21-25, Paul lifts up the principle of submissiorthe church. The church is being perfected thhoattaining the unity
of the faith as her members submit first to Chaisdl then to one another. Thus, through fulfillrey mission and uniting
believers in the faith, the church will reach falhturity and perfection in Christ. Isaiah 60:1d&ptres the spirit and
vision of the church, and her fulfilled mission amgoall nations. In the height of her glory, theucth will reach the
nations and unite the children of God in one ini€hlesus (Jn. 17:20-23). Historically, this visemd prophecy is yet to
be completed and fulfilled through the church. rEfiere, the church must continue to publish thé dokpel until we
reach our goal in Christ. We must keep proclaintiregtruth until we reach the world with the messafjChrist and the
church, and unite all believers in the faith.

Scripture Study
Our Missionary Vision — Ac. 1:8; Mt. 28:20; Mk. B313; Mt. 24:14
Our Visionary Mission — Ep. 4:13; Ep. 5:21-25;88:1-5; Jn. 17:20-23

Conclusion

Zion Assembly Church of God serves to unite alldw&rs in one body through proclaiming the full gelsin the power
of the Spirit to all nations and peoples. Indethe, Holy Ghost is the empowerment of the churclagcomplish this
prophetic and visionary mission (Ac. 1:8). As weep Christ's commission, preaching and teachingtth# in the
power of the Spirit, we are working toward “the tyrof the faith” (Ep. 4:13).



Fatl-N-Focus : E-quip Your Faith
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Introduction “A Visible Body of Believers”

Perhaps, more than any other issue in recent yhaxspgians have pondered questions of ecclesiolé¢hat constitutes
the church, and who is or is not the church? M@&hyistians over-spiritualize the church and depiiéts a mystical
fellowship of sorts. They understand the churclednsist of all true believers, yet they cannotcbgain who are and
who are not the true believers, for only God rekiipws them. But this perspective causes the bhortose its sense of
definite identity and peculiar purpose. This mgatichurch view confuses the church with the kimgdaf God. In
today’s lesson, we will focus on the distinct amglble characteristics of God’s church, the bodgbfist.

Key Verse
“For we are members of his body, of his flesh, ahhlis bones” (Ep. 5:30).

Lesson Summary

Did Jesus have a real, visible body? Did he hkshfand bones? Of course he did (Jn. 20:24-25us was not a
spirit walking around merely in the guise of fleshd blood. He was actually the Word of God incera God
embodied in human flesh. Thus, he was fully divamel fully human. Being the Christ, his humanitgsyust as
essential as his divinity. His disciples saw him@ard him, and touched him (1 Jn. 1:1). They vabte to affirm his
divinity through observing his humanity. They wexkle to testify of the Christ, the Son of God, e they
witnessed the life of Jesus, the man from Nazarétie apostles “wereyewitnesse®f his majesty” (2 Pe. 1:16).
Although his divinity was illuminated by the Spiahd not by flesh and blood, his flesh and bloochéwity was the
instrument of this divine revelation. The apostlesre able to see and observe Jesus visibly, anithéoySpirit
determine his divinity — that he was indeed theig€i{Mt. 16:13-17). Because they saw him, theydweld in him
(In. 20:29). Today, the world visibly observes i€ththrough seeing and hearing the church, the lddghrist.
Christ being ascended back to the Father, the virmliéves on Jesus Christ through our word, thrabhghmessage
of the church (In. 17:20). The apostle Paul dedlatFor we are members of his body, of his flestg of his
bones” (Ep. 5:30). In what way is this true? Ve members of Christ’'s body in the same way thaisband and
wife are one flesh (Ep. 5:31-32). Adam exclaim@8djis is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my HlegGe.
2:23). In the likeness of Eve who was taken oudadm, the church proceeds from Christ, being bafrtés bones
and flesh of his flesh, being “created in Chrigu¥® (Ep. 2:10). Like Jesus, the church is notetyea spiritual,
mystical entity. But the church is made up oftil@esd blood members. Figuratively, Paul even Bkéne@ members
of the church to being Christ's hands, feet, eayes, and nose (1 Co. 12:15-18). The implicatiocléar. Christ
has ascended to the right hand of the Father. i¢ilys he is no longer with the church. But Chabides in the
church through the indwelling Holy Ghost. Being tiody, bone of his bone and flesh of his flesk, ¢hurch
carries out the works of Christ in the world today.

Scripture Study
The literal body of Christ — Jn. 20:24-29; 1 Ji; 2 Pe. 1:16; Mt. 16:13-17
Members of a visible body — Jn. 17:20; Ep. 5:3038; 2:23; 1 Co. 12:12-18

Conclusion

Zion Assembly Church of God is a visible, tangibteely of believers, incorporated together in onthfand government.
When looking at the church, the world will see Ghrdnly as his members embody his Word and Spinid, do his will.

We are his hands and feet to the world. When thiddwooks at Zion Assembly, they should see thed\and Spirit of

God indwelling a flesh and blood, visible body dfr{St.
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Introduction “Incorporated by Covenant”

In Zion Assembly Church of God, believers becomanivers of the church by taking a church covenanemigiers
“agree to walkogetheras one bodyin the light of the gospel.” In today’s lessore will see that being incorporated by
covenant is the practical basis and expressioriogtone body in Christ.

Key Verse

“They shall ask the way to Zion with their faceghbrward, saying, Come, and let us join oursetegbe Lord in a
perpetual covenant that shall not be forgotten.” §0e5).

Lesson Summary

The church is corporate in nature and function ¢1 ©:12, 19-27; Ro. 12:4-5). God’s people areenealled to be
independent in the faith, but to be members onanother (Ro. 12:5). The apostle Paul illustrated when he said,
“And the eye cannot say unto the hand, | have el rod thee: nor again the head to the feet, | Imvaeed of you” (1
Co. 12:21). A body without eyes is blind; and ayevithout hands is impaired. Moreover, a bodynisre than only
one, individual member (v. 17). All of the membare essential to the whole, functioning body. S hibe church is not
merely comprised of individual members, but is body of Christ (vv 12, 20, 27). This explains ttwgporate nature of
the church. Since the nature of the church isarate, the church should seek to establish anill ftdfcorporate nature
and purpose. This explains why believers takevemant to become members of Zion Assembly. Thetifom of the
covenant unites two or more people in a commongee@mnd goal. Covenanting together as one bodplsstes and
expresses the unified spirit of the church — “Coarg] let us join ourselves to the Lord in a pergletovenant that shall
not be forgotten” (Je. 50:5). Historically, Gocedscovenants to establish his will and purposéi®mpeople. The New
Covenant or New Testament gives the terms of datioeship with God and one another. The churorenant, which
we take to become members of the church, is a ag@ommitment to walkogether as one bodyaccording to the
terms of the New Covenant. In fact, the churcheoant serves as a verbal and corporate expressitie dNew
Covenant written on the heart of each member (I833 He. 8:10; 10:16). We see the pattern of naméng at Mt.
Sinai, when God gave his law to his people, ang tesponded, “All the words which the Lord hathdsaill we do” (Ex.
24:3-8). The words of the Old Covenant were bigdimeing established in blood (v. 8; He. 9:18-28)so0, we see the
principle of covenant in the high-priestly prayéGhrist when he said, “I have manifested thy nami the men which
thou gavest me out of the world . . . and they Heam thy word. Now they have known that all tlenghatsoever thou
hast given me are of thee. For | have given ummtthe words which thou gavest me; and they hesgived them . . .
and they have believed” (Jn. 17:6-8). Christ digthbd the words of the New Covenant in his owrciaes blood (Lu.
22:20). He committed the words of God to the dpestThey believed in Christ, received his worslshee Word of God,
and kept the Word. Moreover, the New Covenantlraseht saints “continued stedfastly in the apostiestrine and
fellowship;” and thus they continued in the coveramd teachings of Christ (Ac. 2:40-42).

Scripture Study
The corporate nature of the church — 1 Co. 12:927; Ro. 12:4-5
The corporate function of the church covenant 50&; Ex. 24:3-8; Jn. 17:6-8

Conclusion

The members of Zion Assembly consist of believers who héligabed themselves by covenant to walk together as one
corporate body in the light of the gospel. The church covesdhé practical basis and expression of our unity in €hfike

local congregations of Zion Assembly are not independent felips, and the members of the church are not independent
believers, for we take a verbal covenant to be one corporate bdyrisf. We are many members, yet only one body — the

church of God (1 Co. 12:20).
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Introduction “A Theocracy — Part One”

All nations require an orderly system of governmaentrder to function. Various forms of governmemist in the
world today, for example: republican, democrationarchial, dictatorial, socialistic, and communmistin contrast
to these, as God’s nation, the church has a spggal of government — a theocratic form. Functgnas a
theocracy, the church of God is God’s governmerganth.

Key Verse
“And | will walk among you, and will be your Godnd ye shall be my people” (Le. 26:12).

Lesson Summary

On what basis can we declare that Zion Assembly&haf God is God’s government on earth? Whiledlae
many earthly powers and authorities that God raigeand tears down, the church is God’s nation uQdeist's
rule (Ro. 13:1; 1 Pe. 2:7-14). Though the membérthe church submit to earthly powers “for the d’srsake,”
they ultimately live under a completely differenhdk of authority — under God’s governance and fulel3; Tit.
3:1). Christ is the head and authority of his churThe church, being God’s nation under Christls, is subject to
him in all things (Ep. 5:24; 1 Pe. 3:22). In Exedlf:5-6, the Lord established the principle byclkhiis church
would be a nation under his rule — “If ye wilbey my voiceindeed, andkeep my covenantthen ye shall be a
peculiar treasure unto me above all people: fothalearth is mine: And ye shall be unto me a kingaf priests,
and anholy nation.” Quoting these words of God which were giverMat Sinai, the apostle Peter lifted up these
same principles of holiness and obedience for theah today (1 Pe. 2:9). Since the church of Go@ad’s holy
nation on earth, and since his nation is founde®€bnst's government, Zion Assembly must walk byri€ts rule
in accordance with his marvelous light in orderb® his government on earth (Is. 9:6-7). Functignas a
theocracy, our obedience to the voice and wordSaaf establishes the church as God’s government2@:8, 12).
As we walk in the ways of the Lord as his peopewalks among us as our God. Thus, theocracyrleeof God)
is all about hearing and obeying the voice of Gt (L7:1-8). In the Mount of Transfiguration, Peteeeded to
grasp that God’s will for his church was hearingl &llowing the voice of Christ, not the voice olam When
Israel desired a king to rule over them, the Lald Samuel, “for they have not rejected thee, baythave rejected
me, that | should not reign over them” (1 Sa. 8:Their reason for asking for a king to rule ovserh (monarchy)
was to be “like all the nations” (vv. 5, 20). Howee, God’s church is not like the other nationghe world; his
church hears and obeys his voice. As God’s na@snhis peculiar people, the church of God funstias a
theocracy. It is his unique government in theleaMVhat makes the church unique to all other natis the fact
that Christ rules in and through the church byHhaéy Spirit and the Holy Scriptures. Thus, theagres God's rule
among his people as opposed to any system andtiopesdhumanly-devised government.

Scripture Study
God'’s nation under Christ’s rule — Ro. 13:1; 1 P&:-14; Ex. 19:5-6; 1 Pe. 3:22
Functioning as a theocracy — Le. 26:3, 12; Mt. 4&::1 Sa. 8:4-7, 20

Conclusion

As a theocracy, Zion Assembly Church of God funtdias God'’s visible government on earth — a holpnainder
the rule of Christ. Christ governs in and throuige affairs of his church by the Spirit and thei@ares. By his
Word and Spirit, Christ reveals the will of Godthe world through the church.
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Introduction “A Theocracy — Part Two”

Last week’s lesson established the principle obt¢h&tic government as opposed to humanly-deviseahsfoof
government. But the question remains: How doesdfaey work in the church? Today's lesson will lexp how
Christ ordains and uses human instrumentality itegbatbout order and discipline in and through therch.

Key Verse
“Obey them that have the rule over you, and sulymitselves: for they watch for your souls, as ttiet must

give account, that they may do it with joy, and with grief: for that is unprofitable for you” (H&3:17).

Lesson Summary

Since Christ ascended back to the Father and dugshgsically rule on the earth at this time, hesgntly rules in
and through the church by his Word and Spirit. ptactice, how does Christ do this? As God’s govemt on
earth, the church carries out his order and disepl The church binds and looses on earth what dheédy has
bound and loosed in heaven (Mt. 16:19; 18:15-20)other words, the church serves to carry outthieof God on
earth (Mt. 7:21). Zion Assembly does not create dfscipline and order by which God’s church is gyoed, but
understanding the doctrines and principles of Gddsd on which his church is built, it carries theot under the
leadership and direction of the Holy Ghost. Frdms perspective, Zion Assembly has been given K of the
kingdom,” the authority to bind and loose on eartiat has been bound and loosed in heaven. Nelesthdiow
does theocracy practically work in the church? oligh whom does theocracy work in the church? Chbrdains
and uses human instrumentality to bring about caderdiscipline in and through the church (1 T)3:The church
is not merely a mystical union of spirits, but anceete, visible, and corporate body of believergal members
joined together by covenant. As such, Christ dpsrais government through divinely ordained memiwdrhis
body (Ro. 12:4; 1 Co. 12:28-29; Ep. 4:11). Whillke' General Assembly is the highest tribunal oharity in the
church for the interpretation of the Scriptures@dGalso has divinely ordained ministries and offie@thin the
church to proclaim and carry out his will on egttote: we will study about the General Assemblytrmarnth; see
Abstract of Faith, “The Church,” p. 3). The Lord has placed “rularsthe church to keep the order and discipline
of God’s Word as interpreted by the General AssgmbBlbr example, the church has overseers and iBsipastors
and deacons, and helps and governments which etatgpwithin the overall government of the churthr{. 3:1,
13; Ac. 6:3, 6; 20:17, 28; Ep. 4:11; 1 Co. 12:28)though the church has rulers or positions ohatity, theocracy
is not autocratic (Mt. 20:25-28). Christ gives batf as the primary example of servant-leaderstiggte church.
However, theocracy also is not democratic (He. 2)3:1Those over us in the Lord have received diaathority;
the members of the church should follow the exaropleadership, as they follow Christ’'s example (&#&:7; 1 Co.
11:1).

Scripture Study

Functioning as God’s government on earth — Mt. 961B:15-20; 7:21

Theocracy by human instrumentality — Ro. 12:4; 1 T028-29; Ep. 4:11; 1 Ti. 3:1, 5, 13; Ac. 6:326;17, 28; Mt.
20:25-28; He. 13:7, 17

Conclusion

Zion Assembly Church of God functions as God's gomeent on earth. Christ governs in and through dum
instruments who are set in divinely ordained mitestand offices in the church. In this way, Gedries out the order
and discipline of his government.
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Introduction “Individual Interpretation”

The success of the church and its mission depemdsright understanding of the Word of God. Thhbse, church must
embrace the great responsibility of Biblical intetation. Where does interpretation begin? Wtlike church, as a
whole, must be employed in interpreting the Scrgguthis work begins with the individual membeirshe church. The
success of the whole is therefore dependent odiligence and commitment of the individuals.

Key Verse
“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a worknfet needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividiveggword of truth”

(2 Ti. 2:15).

Lesson Summary

The Bible is the foundation and authority for truth — teey fountain of the knowledge of God. Since the Bibl¢hes
foundation for knowing the truth, each member of the chbieshan individual obligation to study and interpret thép&oes

for himself/herself (2 Ti. 2:15). In other words, thembers of the church must determine the truth individuaMpny? Each
one is accountable to God for himself/herself (Ro. 14:12;184:23; Lu. 16:2). Moreover, while the church’s leadgrshi
influential and instrumental in Biblical interpretation, yh&re not a substitute for individual accountability (2 €8:5). In
doctrine, four basic factors influence one’s understandirtbeofruth: Scripture, tradition, reason, and experience. fohrs

fold method of understanding truth is referred to asWedeyan Quadrilateral, named for John Wesley, the great eighteenth
century revivalist and reformer. Knowing the truth confeeugh hearing the Word — “So then faith cometh by heaand,
hearing by the word of God” (Ro. 10:17). At the very moiman individual hears the Word, he/she begins the work of
determining what it means. Faith is established on the bhsis individual's hearing and interpreting the Word. éWlone
hears and interprets the Scriptures correctly, the individualim@srstood the truth. Furthermore, one’s understandittgeo
Scriptures is shaped by tradition, reason, and experiend#icaBinterpretation is influenced by Christian traditiothat is,
orthodox theology, sound doctrine, and established Bilpieadtices, all of which have prepared the way for knowing thib.tr
When we interpret the Scriptures, Christian tradition imptesvay we understand the truth. Timothy was a prime example
of a believer whose faith was deeply influenced by a traditionéénstanding of the Word of Truth (2 Ti. 1:5). Hisiéisl
were built on the faith he was given by his grandmother asttien, Lois and Eunice (2 Ti. 3:13-15; Ac. 16:1-3). borer,

we necessarily approach the Scriptures with reason. Aftéhel)ord of God is logical and reasonable; it is the rewslaif

the mind of God (Jn. 1:1-2; 1 Co. 2:16). God createddmbeings as rational, thinking creatures with the abditseason,
which is one of the ways man reflects the image of God:@8; Ro. 12:2). Thus, reason necessarily factors inéogdretation.
Finally, experience influences Biblical interpretation. Believapproach the Scriptures with knowledge shaped by
experience(s). Not only do believers know God from the pafjbs Word, but they also know God experientially (A;
10:28-45). One’s experience in the Lord shapes how onerstadds the truth (Ro. 6:15-16). Thus, the Word explane’s
experience; but also one’s experience aids in understandingtthe tru

Scripture Study

Biblical interpretation: An individual responsiltjli— 2 Ti. 2:15; Ro. 14:12; Mt. 18:23; Lu. 16:2Cd. 13:5; Ro. 10:17
Interpretation by tradition — 2 Ti. 1:5; 3:13-15¢ AL6:1-3

Interpretation by reason — Jn. 1:1-2; 1 Co. 2:16; R:1-3

Interpretation by experience — Ac. 1:8; Ro. 6:15-16

Conclusion

Salvation is personal and individual. Each beliewast know Christ for himself/herself. As sudie knowledge of God
is built on a relationship between the individualiever and Jesus Christ. Clearly, the respoiisibibr Biblical
interpretation starts with and falls upon the sbetsd of each church member.
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“Corporate Interpretation”

Introduction

Certainly, the Bible reveals only one standardathtin Christ. As Christians and as members af’&ohurch, the Lord
has called us into the one comprehensive revelafitnuth. For this reason, the apostle Paul expty “Till we all come
in theunity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son odG(Ep. 4:13). While Biblical interpretation begi as an
individual endeavor, coming to the unity of thethrinvolves corporate interpretation and a commuaaeustanding.

Key Verse

“Now | beseech you, brethren, by the name of oudLlesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thimg that
there be no divisions among you; but that ye béep#ly joined together in the same mind and in shene
judgment” (1 Co. 1:10).

Lesson Summary

God’s purpose in and through the church far excd#selsndividuality of its members (1 Co. 12:14-1FHe has designed
the church so that no single member can functiorifie whole body (v. 19-22). Truly, we are mangmbers yet one
body, rather than many bodies with only one membdoreover, God has set individual members (withirtheason,
experience, and tradition) in the one body to nteetneeds of the whole church, as he sees fit827). He has
“tempered the body together” to form a mutual delegicy and care among the members of the churct2g25). The
Lord also has placed individuals in the body fadership and service (v. 28; Ep. 4:11-13). Theeenat self-serving
offices and functions, but they are put in the bfafythe health and benefit of the whole churclgaify, in Paul’s writing
to the church at Corinth, we learn that the chuschot made up of autonomous believers, but rathenembers bound
together in Christ by love (1 Co. 13) and by cover{d& Co. 11:23-34). Indeed, we are members oranother, and in
love, we serve one another and submit one to andgtBa. 5:13; Ep. 5:21). As such, the church cagsi®t of
independent members, but of interdependent membEras, interpreting the Scriptures and cominght unity of the
truth involve the whole body, not the individual migers independently. Although the Lord uses gitied anointed
individuals within the church to further its undersding of the Scriptures, interpreting the Bildenbt reserved to one
individual, nor is it limited to a few elite minets or members. On the contrary, Biblical intetgtien is the spiritual
work of the whole church corporately. From thisgpective, the apostle Paul compelled the chur€oanth to “speak
the same thing,” to have “no divisions,” and to“lrethe same mind and in the same judgment” (1 Lb0). In fact,
Paul qualified their call to corporate unity in tfaéth, saying, “be perfectly joined together.” NMatthew 18:15-20, the
principle of corporate interpretation is establsheesus taught that brothers, who are dividedcandot reconcile their
differences individually, should seek judgmenthi torporate context of the church (v. 17). Whendhurch finds the
mind of Christ, and reaches agreement in the Woddestablishes his truth, their corporate detertiinas authoritative
(vv. 18-20).

Scripture Study
The interdependence of the members — 1 Co. 12:16285:13; Ep. 5:21
The principle of corporate interpretation — 1 Cd.0f Mt. 18:15-20

Conclusion

Being a corporate and universal church, Biblic&ripretation is the spiritual work and respondipitif the whole body,
collectively. Biblical interpretation and applieat of the Scriptures necessarily begin on an iddial level, but the
corporate agreement of the church is what estadiiie truth among us (Ac. 16:4-5).



Fatb-N-Focns E-quip Your Faith
Bl Stdsy Comricndin “The General Assembly”

Introduction “The Highest Tribunal of Authority”

What are the dangers of becoming too individualigtitoo corporate in our interpretation of theif@ares? If the church
relies solely on individual interpretations of tBéle, then it will surely become splintered docaily and eventually
those divisions will become visible. However, ifrelies solely on corporate interpretation withabe individual
ministers and members searching the Scripturethfamselves and participating in the Assembly’s slens, then the
saints run the risk of becoming complacent andhfalhway from the truth. Clearly, it takes bothdiindual and corporate
effort in order to establish the church in the yioit the faith.

Key Verse
“And the apostles and elders came together footsider of this matter” (Ac. 15:6).

Lesson Summary

Zion Assembly Church of God brings together the indialduinisters and members to interpret the Bible and settlesss

the General Assembly. This is the highest tribunal of aiyhia the church for the interpretation of Scripture orzinssembly
follows the model for decision-making principles and policdesglined in Acts 15:1-33. The “dissention and dispatgti
regarding circumcision in the New Testament church demonstetenffortance and gravity of Biblical interpretation in the
church (vv. 1-2). From time to time, certain issues amiske life of the church which need to be settled by the Vbf&od,

not by human opinions and perspectives. In such cases,utth dorporately reasons together and searches the Scriptures to
find the mind and will of God. Maintaining the unitf/the church requires a corporate hearing and resolutioritiohtissues

that may tend to divide (Ac. 15:4-5). In the case of circaimej Paul and Barnabas presented their testimony to theh¢chur
after which a group of believing Pharisees expressed theiriogpmsncerns. Because of the controversy, the leadership of the
church (apostles and elders) gathered together to consider dperatelithe matter with “the multitude” (vv. 6-18). Their
assembly provided an orderly forum for discussing and depéte issue. For the good of the whole body, God ské¢sl g
leaders in the church to direct and provide order in the deaisaking process. In most cases, church leaders are suitably
equipped to understand the particulars of the issues aadidolate clearly what is at stake (vv. 7, 12, 13). Afteripent
testimonies and concerns are expressed, the deciding faetbmatters is the Holy Scriptures (vv. 15-18). When rasgl
discrepancies in Biblical interpretation among the memberseothirch, the goal is to reach unity in the truth. Thiscbasi
principle is expressed in Acts 15 as “one accord” (v. 25; seeAalsd:14; 2:46; 4:24; 5:12; 8:6). What does this mean?
Perhaps the best explanation is found in the contexteopassage itself: “Then pleased it the apostles and elddrshe
whole church’ (v. 22). “One accord” means that the members of the church canduagree together with the judgment of
the leadership (v. 22-27). When the leadership reaches a dexisidhe membership feels good about it, then the church can
advance “with one accord” (v. 25). In other words, befoeeighue of circumcision had arisen, the church had agreement; then
after the issue was settled, the church was able to continuemoraand peace. Thus, they established the truth “with one
accord.”

Scripture Study

The need for Biblical interpretation — Ac. 15:1-2
The importance of a corporate hearing — Ac. 15:4-5
The deliberation of the church — Ac. 15:6-18

The “one accord” principle — Ac. 15:22-27

Conclusion

The General Assembly is the highest tribunal oharty in the church for the interpretation of tBeriptures. Of course,
when interpreting the Scriptures, the inspiratibnhe Holy Ghost is essential for coming into thety of the truth. In
our next lesson, we will address the “Spirit of ffvecy” and the role of the Holy Ghost in the Gehassembly.



Fatl-N-Focus : E-quip Your Faith
Bl Stdsy Comricndin "The General Assembly”

Introduction “The Spirit of Prophecy”

Being founded on the Bible, the Word of God, oudenstanding of it is shaped by reason, experiearue tradition
(See lesson on “Individual Interpretation,” DecemBg Yet an even greater factor influences owtenstanding of
the truth: the Holy Spirit. He is the one whodps and directs us through the complete procesgespreting the
Scriptures. In today’s lesson, we will addressrtie of the Holy Ghost in the General Assembly.

Key Verse
“For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to aday upon you no greater burden than these negetsags”

(Ac. 15:28).

Lesson Summary

As we have already seen, one of the primary pugokthe General Assembly is Biblical interpretatiolrhe goal of the
church is always to conclude the General Assemblies the example and model we see in Acts 1528 it seemed
good to the Holy Ghost, and to us.” Throughoutrtfeeting, the delegation of the Assembly dependsnohexpects the
Holy Ghost to work through individual members. iAdividual members interpret and expound the Sargst under the
anointing of the Holy Ghost, God uses them to ilhete the truth for the whole body. In this wayd3s still speaking
today to the church through the gift of prophec@ 12:4, 7, 10; 13:2; 14:1-5). Unlike speakingangues, prophecy is
for the edification and encouragement of the cafmbody, not merely for the individual. Howewehen tongues are
interpreted, they serve the same purpose as pioplierance (1 Co. 14:5, 12-13). Either way, @agounds his Word
to the church through individuals who are exercisgdhe Holy Ghost to speak the will and Word ofd@o his people
(vv. 3-5). The dynamic of the Holy Ghost in Bildicinterpretation makes Zion Assembly somewhat waiq its
understanding of the Scriptures. Historically, have relied on the inspiration and illumination tbé Holy Ghost
through anointed preaching, ecstatic utterancebeaan the interpretation of tongues in order tmedo the knowledge
of the truth (Mk. 13:11; Jn. 16:13-14; Ac. 2:4; Ep18-19). With openness toward the interventibthe Holy Ghost
comes the danger of false prophets and deceptiiess spOf course, any kind of prophetic utteramoest always agree
with the written Word. Otherwise, it is not a wdrdm the Lord. The written Word and the voicetlodé Spirit always
agree. Thus, the gift of prophecy submits to thiéten “commandments of the Lord” (1 Co. 14:36-37Another
safeguard in this approach to Biblical interpretatis the submission of the prophetic ministrytte whole church (1 Co.
14:29-33). Individual members are subject to thele body, for we are members one of another (Rth)1 We should
therefore submit one to another (Ep. 5:21; 1 P8. BV/e should never elevate an individual membehé place of being
“the prophet” for the whole church. In other wartisough the Spirit uses certain members repeat&@ig can speak
through any member of the body as he sees fit (112d8). Truly, “in the multitude of counselldisere is safety” (Pr.
11:14; 24:6).

Scripture Study
Interpretation by the Spirit — Ac. 15:28; 1 Co.4,2Z7, 10; 13:2; 14:1-5, 12-13
The principle of submission — 1 Co. 14:29-33, 36Ra@. 12:5; Ep. 5:21; 1 Pe. 5:5; 1 Co. 12:18; Rrl4,; 24:6

Conclusion

In the General Assembly, the Lord declares his Worthe corporate body through individual membel®vare
exercised by the Holy Spirit to speak the words waiitlof God to his people. The individual aspeofsBiblical
interpretation take on a corporate aspect as thahees discern the Spirit and Word of Truth, andnsiithto one
another.
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Fatb-N-Focns E-quip Your Faith
Bl Sty Covviclon "Spirit of the Church”

Introduction “Spirit of Love”

The Scriptures identify false spirits which compeith the voice of the true church (1 Jn. 4:1-Bhese spirits
are Satan’s attempt to confuse and undermine Gadority and message. John connects the falsesspid
their corresponding false prophets with the spifithe antichrist. As Christ is building his chiySatan also is
deceptively working to build a counterfeit religomovement. Nevertheless, the true church caddrgified
by the Holy Spirit, for it embodies and reveals Honthe world. In today’s lesson, we will see hthe true
church embodies the Spirit of love.

Key Verse

“By this shall all men know that ye are my discglé ye have love one to another” (Jn. 13:35).

Lesson Summary

John wrote, “Love is of God . . . for God is lov@’ Jn. 4:7-8). The world has its own kind of inderlove, due to
the fall of man; whereas God has perfect loveya lwot of this world. God demonstrated his loveus in sending
his only begotten Son to die for our sins in orgeegive us eternal life through him (1 Jn. 4:9hrdugh Christ, we
see the perfect expression of God’s loagape) toward humanity. Hence, love is not defined fribra perspective
of fallen humanity, but rather from God'’s pointwéw (vv. 10, 19). Only through Jesus Christ, 8@ of God, do
we understand how to love one another. Jesus ttaisgto love one another in the same way that seldwed us
(In. 13:34). When we love one another, not with shallow and superficial love of this world, buittwthe
sacrificial, self-giving love of Christ, God’s love demonstrated in the church. Though people atasee God
physically, they can see God’s love working inase to another (1 Jn. 4:11-12). The apostle Bgigke of having
fervent love (charity) in the church. In the woHdtred produces strife and conflict, but in therch God’s love
produces forgiveness and reconciliation (Pr. 10112e. 4:8-10; 2 Co. 5:18-20). Hence, love “sicaler the
multitude of sins” (v. 8). Fervent love among thembers of the church is the evidence of God’segedmunding
in the church. Moreover, the even greater dematisir that we are God’s people is the ability teel@ur enemies.
Loving someone who also loves you comes easy;dwnhd those who “despitefully use you, and persegau”
proves the validity of your faith and witness irsJe Christ (Mt. 5:43-47). Once again, Jesus isegample: “Who,
when he was reviled, reviled not again; when hdesedl, he threatened not; but committed himselfito that
judgeth righteously” (1 Pe. 2:23). Moreover, Jesxglained that loving our enemies distinguishesdurch from
the world (Mt. 5:46-47). In fact, loving our enexmiwith the perfect love of Christ is a confirmatiof spiritual
perfection (Mt. 5:48; 1 Jn. 4:12).

Scripture Study

Love one another —Jn. 13:34-35; 1 Jn. 4:7-12, 19
Fervent love — 1 Pe. 4:8-10; Pr. 10:12

Perfect love — Mt. 5:43-48

Conclusion

The Spirit of the church is the Spirit of love. ¥hlove is missing in the church, our messagessstainding
brass, or a tinkling cymbal” (1 Co. 13:1). But édgwvorking in and among the members of the church,
demonstrates the abiding presence of God’s Spittie church. Through God’s love, our messagevsepful.



Fatb-N-Focns E-quip Your Faith
Bl Sty Covviclon "Spirit of the Church”

“Spirit of Truth”

Introduction

Like Pontius Pilate, the world is asking, “Whattsth” (Jn. 18:38)? This kind of question arisesi doubt
and uncertainty. In a world of religious and morahfusion, the church has a tremendous opportuamty
responsibility to provide sound, Biblical answeoshumanity’s search for purpose and meaning. days
lesson, we will see that truth is a distinguishimgrk of God’s church.

Key Verse
“But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thoughtest to behave thyself in the house of Gdnigclwis

the church of the living God, the pillar and growfdhe truth” (1 Ti. 3:15).

Lesson Summary

Biblical truth is the foundation of the church, athe church is “the pillar and ground of the truth”the world.
Jesus Christ, the chief cornerstone, is the rockfanndation of truth upon which the church, theideof God, is
being built (Lu. 6:47-48; 1 Co. 3:11; Ep. 2:20)e i$ the absolute standard of truth in competiind conflict with
the world’s relative system of truth. While wostdieligious institutions may be built on any numloémprinciples
and for any number of purposes, God’s church calpadiuilt on any other foundation but Christ anglthiith (1 Co.
3:11). To build on another foundation is to buddmething other than his church. Contrary to treldis
perspective, the Bible is not an outdated relicratyea collection of ancient stories with obsoleterals. Rather the
Holy Scriptures provide an up-to-date, cutting-edgenmentary of truth on virtually every facet deli As the
church learns Christ through learning the Scrigutiee church is established as the pillar andrgtai truth (1 Ti.
3:15). For without Christ, the church has no faatr@h, nor can it be the foundation of truth in therld today. A
church having depth in the knowledge of the Word ¢hurch with a deep foundation whose house cdyshaken
by the world. Furthermore, knowing Christ and tnigh comes by the Spirit of truth. When Jesus tasight
before the governor for judgment, he declared lat®i “Thou sayest that | am a king. To this end Whorn, and
for this cause came I into the world, that | shdoddr witness unto the truth. Every one that itheftruth heareth
my voice” (Jn. 18:37). In other words, the voideGhrrist is the voice of truth. The voice of truttmains in the
church through the indwelling Spirit of truth. dessaid, “But when the Comforter is come, whomll send unto
you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, whproceedeth from the Father, he shall testify ef (dn. 15:26).
By the Spirit of truth, the church continues to dbavitness unto the truth.” Jesus said, “But yalgieceive power,
after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: andglyal be witnesses unto me” (Ac. 1:8). The powethe Holy
Ghost is necessary when confronting the darknedsdaoeption of this world. The church must alwtyerefore
“earnestly contend for the faith” and reprove “th@ruitful works of darkness” (Jude 3-4; Ep. 5:8-13

Scripture Study
The foundation of truth — Lu. 6:47-48; 1 Co. 3:Ep. 2:20; 1 Ti. 3:15
The Spirit and witness of truth — Jn. 18:37-38285Ac. 1:8; Jude 3-4; Ep. 5:8-13

Conclusion

Today, people are confused and conflicted by thkitede of competing and diverse voices in the worDnly the
voice of truth can expose the lies of Satan and simners to Jesus Christ. As Zion Assembly Chufckod
embraces and proclaims God’s truth to the worldsiaiblishes its uniqueness as God’s church iwdinkel.



Fatl-N-Focus : E-quip Your Faith
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Introduction “Spirit of Holiness”

The Psalmist David declared, “The earth is the Ilsprand the fullness thereof; the world, and thest dwell
therein” (Ps. 24:1). This world belongs to God, fie created all things, but David set apart theskoof the
Lord as God'’s special dwelling place in the eath 8-5). Therefore, though the presence of thel liiis all

of creation, God dwells uniquely in and among tuk/lpeople (Ps. 139:7-8; 15:1-5; Is. 12:6).

Key Verse

“Thy testimonies are very sure: holiness becomuatiethouse, O Lord, for ever” (Ps. 93:5).

Lesson Summary

In Ezekiel's vision of the restoration of God’s Isey the Lord told him, “Thou son of man, shew tbede to the
house of Israel, that they may be ashamed of thigjuities: and let them measure the pattern” @&10). What
kind of house should be constructed for God? \iéh#te pattern or principle by which God’s houséudt? God
explained that the law or principle of his hous@éadiness. The place where the Lord establishefidiise is most
holy (v. 12). In his glory and majesty, he indestiblished the whole world (Ps. 93:1). But eveiofe the world,
his throne and absolute rule were eternally estlhéd (v. 2). Certainly, creation itself is vastl growerful, but the
Lord, the Creator of heaven and earth, is mighhtian all of his creation (vv. 3-4). Unique to that God made and
set in order is his house that he established antlinchanging principle — “Thy testimonies are v&ige: holiness
becometh thine house, O Lord, for ever” (v. 5).e&ly, the church is unlike any other people onfétee of the
whole earth. Out of all people and nations, thercin is distinctly chosen to be the house of Gbd,d9pecial place
where the Lord abides among his people. Mosesdstto the people of God, “For thou are an holyppee unto
the Lord thy Godthe Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be a speciakpple unto himself, above all peopléhat
are upon the face of the earth” (De. 7:6; 14:2;el1 P9). Thus, the church is holy through beingagsart and
indwelt by the Spirit of the Lord. It is holy ars#t apart because God has specially chosen itifoself as his
resting place (2 Chr. 6:41-7:2). In regard tohtdy calling, the church’s members must therefoueppse to
separate themselves from the world and its wickédences (2 Co. 6:14-18); for the members of thech cannot
be holy if they have communion with darkness andgimeousness (v. 14). Being the temple of thed| dhe
members must avoid touching “the unclean thing”l(). Therefore, we qualify ourselves as God’ssemopeople
through separating ourselves from all that is wgr(d. 18).

Scripture Study

Holiness: The law of God’s house — Ez. 43:10-12;9sl-5
Chosen to be holy — De. 7:6; 14:2; 1 Pe. 2:9; 2 Gidl-7:2
Separated to be holy — 2 Co. 6:14-18

Conclusion

The Spirit of holiness is a distinguishing marktlo¢ true church. Some professing Christians aadltigians
disagree with the idea that God has a special pemplthe earth. To say that God has a speciathosen
people suggests to them that the others are nspestial to God. Nevertheless, God’s church isapleeof
distinction from all others. His church is set @@y him in order to be a holy people among all people of
the world.



Fatb-N-Focns E-quip Your Faith
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Introduction “Spirit of Unity”

Through the prophet Amos, the Lord asked the natiolsrael, “Can two walk together, except theydggeed” (Am.
3:3)? Of course, God could not walk with the cfeld of Israel because of their iniquities (v. ZJheir sins and
disobedience to his commandments caused a bre&siedre God and his people. Likewise, when divisideselop
among the people of God because of sin and flesheirthurch, the members cannot walk together ity.uiBut when
members walk together in God’s love, truth, andriesls, the Spirit of unity prevails in the church.

Key Verse

“Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be like-minded, havinge same love, being of one accord, of one mind” 222).

Lesson Summary

The Spirit of unity enables believers to walk tdgatin order to accomplish the mission of the churth Genesis 11:1,
the Bible explains how “the whole earth was of tareguage, and of one speech.” In the beginningheaple spoke the
same language; they had a common dialect of teitimmns, and expressions. In the land of Shinae, people
determined to construct a tower to reach heave#)(vThough this was in disobedience to God, lyey thad one goal in
mind; and they worked diligently to fulfill theirogl. Being of one language and of one mind, theyewsuccessful in
their work (vv. 4-5). Nothing seemed to hinderith@ogress. God responded to their unity, saytngthing will be
restrained from them, which they have imagineddd(d. 6). Clearly, oneness (unity) empowers otisgion. Likewise,
when Moses set up the tabernacle worship, thetpréasl the Levites had their respective dutiebénhiouse of the Lord
(Nu. 1:49-54; 3:1-10). One must remember thattéfeernacle was an elaborate, portable temple. wacker carried
out his responsibilities, everything from manudddato the offering of sacrifices. Successfullyemting God’'s house
depended on their cooperation and commitment filliflady their assigned responsibilities. When fheople of God share
the same values and beliefs, speaking the sang dhih working toward the same goals, they are moceessful in their
mission. United effort enables us to succeed imnoigsion. However, at Babel the Lord came dowd emnfounded
their language (Ge. 11:7). When they spoke, thwirds were confusing to one another. They no lorspared a
common understanding and explanation of what thenewoing. Their words had no agreement. Becidugselanguage
was confounded, their communication was disrupteeir unity was destroyed, and their work cease®)v Likewise,
when the members of the church no longer speakséime language, that is, when their words no lorzagee,
communication and cooperation cease, and the $piuibity is lost. Without unity, the flock scatte and the mission of
the church breaks down. In essence, through diviie church destroys its own witness and beconedfectual in its
mission. But the witness of the church is establisthrough unity (Jn. 17:21, 23). A single vaépeaking the truth can
turn a city to God (Jon. 3), but many voices unitedhe truth can literally turn “the world upsid®wn” (Ac. 17:6).
Unity establishes our mission.

Scripture Study

Oneness (unity) empowers our mission — Ge. 11:1-9;
United effort enables our mission — Nu. 1:49-54-80
Unity establishes our mission — Ac. 17:1-6

Conclusion

The apostle Paul admonished the saints at Philggyiing, “Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be like-mindedaving the
same love, being of one accord, of one mind” (PR).2 The beauty of the church is visibly evidertten its
members experience peace and harmony in the Wakdnathe Holy Ghost. As the members of the chuweltk
together in unity, they strengthen the missionwaitdess of Christ in the world.
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Introduction “Spirit of Prayer”

The Scripture plainly states, “Not forsaking theeanbling of ourselves together, as the mannermkse” (He. 10:25).
The Bible everywhere calls for faithfulness in nebt our worship in the house of the Lord. Neaey we encouraged or
permitted to bypass the house of God in our worehigervice. In fact, the writer to the Hebrewstowes to admonish
us by saying, “and so much the more, as ye sedapapproaching” (v. 25). The nearer we are tabiging, the more
we should gather together in his name with thetsaifi God. In our coming together, perhaps notlinljivates an
atmosphere of communion with God more than prayeorship, giving, and preaching are vital to theigml life of the
church, but consecration in prayer gives depthl tof zhese.

Key Verse
“And he taught, saying unto them, Is it not writtéfy house shall be called of all nations the haefgerayer? but ye

have made it a den of thieves” (Mk. 11:17).

Lesson Summary

The church is called to be the light and witnes€lofist to all nations, “a city . . . set on a’h{Mt. 5:14). When sinners
and unbelievers come to the church, they shoulkcbdes a people seeking after the heart of God,aapdople among
whom God is real (2 Ch. 6:32-33; Is. 56:6-7). hdadhrough the church, they should be able to Gudl. Indeed, they
will find him in the church, among us, if we maketchurch of God what it is purposed to be in Ghrihe church is a
place of spiritual communion. Sadly, in Jesus’ day, therchants turned the house of God into a disguacéttus of
buying and selling (Mk. 11:15-18). When Jesus reatehe “found in the temple those that sold oxed sheep and
doves, and the changers of money” (Jn. 2:14). rTdreiedy business was disruptive to the primarypgse of God's
house. They were making the house of God “an hofigsgerchandise,” a money-making proposition (V). 18ut the
temple was to be a place of communion with Godlaaegpto worship him, and to call on the name of ltbed. An
irreverent attitude toward the house of God hin@erd undermines God’s purpose in the church. @noagasion, Jesus
declared, “Is it not written, My house shall beledlof all nations the house of prayer? but yechanade it a den of
thieves” (Mk. 11:17). The church is the sacreddsoof prayer for God’s people, and should be reizegrby all as such.
Furthermore, the apostle Paul instructs us to “pritlyout ceasing” (1 Th. 5:17). Although we do eontinually abide in
a physical house of prayer, the Lord expects omrgonion with him to be uninterrupted. Praying ‘lwatt ceasing” is
indeed impossible in a physical house; neverthgtheschurch is called to uninterrupted spirituaienunion with God.
This is why the apostle refers to the church asHalnitation of God through the Spirit” (Ep. 2:21}220ur fellowship
and communion with God remain incessant as longesbide in the Spirit of prayer (Ep. 6:18). Figfiwely, by the
blood of Jesus, we enter into the holy of holia the innermost place of the temple where thétSgithe Lord abides.
Spiritually, through Christ’s blood the Holy of ied (the Holy Spirit) enters the innermost placewf temple, giving us
direct and continual access to God (He. 10:19-213}-46). By the Holy Ghost, the church can behbese of unceasing
and continual prayer to God.

Scripture Study
A place of spiritual communion — 2 Ch. 6:32-33;36:6-7; Mk. 11:15-18
A people of spiritual communion — 1 Th. 5:17; Ef21222; 6:18; He. 10:19-23; 4:14-16

Conclusion

The Spirit of prayer is a mark of the true churcRraying in the Spirit denotes the church as aepkaund people of
spiritual communion with God. If we lose the pitpiof prayer in the church, we also lose part of essential identity as
the church.
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Introduction “A Solemn Obligation”

The church covenant begins as follows: “Will yoncgrely promise in the presence of God and theseegses?”
Being the church of God is not a light or triviahtter. Rather, it is a grave obligation to be Gochurch in the
world. Great responsibility comes with being thich. Truly, we cannot be the people of God wliieg and
doing as we please. Rather, we must reconcileelwes to the words of God and walk in his ways.this lesson,
we will see that being the church of God requiresoukeep a solemn obligation.

Key Verse

“And the king stood by a pillar, and made a covérzeiore the Lord, to walk after the Lord, and &ef his
commandments and his testimonies and his statutesalvtheir heart and all their soul, to perfothe words
of this covenant that were written in this bookndAall the people stood to the covenant” (2 K. 23:3

Lesson Summary

A Biblical pattern for our church covenant is thevenant God made with Israel at Mount Horeb (Sindign he called
them to be his holy nation (Ex. 19:5-6). Mosesembed the fearful and dreadful events surrountfirggcovenant in
Deuteronomy 5:1-5, 22-28. The focus of God’s caverwith Israel, as his holy nation and peculiaopgte, was their
commitment and promise to obey the words of thedLwv. 27-28). This fundamental obligation of reoeg and
obeying the words of God remains the basis fordg#ie church today (Jn. 17:6-8; 1 Pe. 2:9). In,faach generation of
the church must embrace the specific terms of Gookgnant and the responsibility to walk in the dgoof the Lord (2
K. 23:1-3; 2 Chr. 34:29-33; Neh. 8 — 9; 10:28-2®romising to walk in obedience to the words of G®@ solemn
obligation. When the Israelites made promises §/omaths) to the Lord, their word was binding, dhdy were
prohibited from breaking a promise to God (Nu. 3B)1 To better understand the seriousness of grelmises to God,
consider the story of Jephthah, one of the judddsrael (Jud. 11:29-35). Notwithstanding othezdlogical questions
that might be raised by this story, suffice it &y,sthe church must be a people who are faithftihéir promises. After
he had vowed to the Lord, Jephthath found goind lmechis word impossible, even though it cost hira life of his
daughter, his only child. Simply put, when we mak@romise to God, we are obligated to keep itsugestrongly
cautioned us about our words, saying, “For by thyrds thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thehalt be
condemned” (Mt. 12:34-37). If our idle words commeder God’s judgment, how much more will we giveaaoount for
the promises we have made, such as: the marriagmanot, legal contracts, and personal commitmelntsewise, when
we become members of the church by a solemn promwsehave an obligation to keep our word to God #mdne
another (Ep. 4:25; Col. 3:9-10). Keeping our wisroth our responsibility and our privilege.

Scripture Study
A Solemn Obligation — Ex. 19:5-6; De. 5:1-5, 22-28; 17:6-8; 2 K. 23:1-3
Keeping Our Word -- Nu. 30:1-2; Jud. 11:29-35; IR:34-37; Ep. 4:25; Col. 3:9-10

Conclusion

The importance of this lesson is in promising teykhrist and his teachings. Truly, there is neeotway to
be the people of God. We must be committed to @iayst in all things in order to be his church.ofdover,
when becoming members of Zion Assembly, believeosngse to keep the church covenant, saying, “I byl
the grace of God.” Thus, when we become membettseothurch of God, we are entering a solemn otitiga
to be God’s church “by the grace of God.”



Fatl-N-Focus : E-quip Your Faith
Bille Sty Comvicndin "The Church Covenant”

“Authority of the Scriptures”

Introduction

In the church covenant, we promise to “accept Bilde as the Word of God, believe and practicetétschings
rightly divided, with the New Testament as yourerolf faith and practice, government and disciplin€he Holy
Scriptures provide the absolute standard by wHiehchurch is governed. In Zion Assembly ChurclGofl, we
commit ourselves to live under the authority ané nf God’s Word.

Key Verse

“And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hureyst,fed thee with manna, which thou knewest nathee
did thy fathers know; that he might make thee kribat man doth not live by bread only, but by ewenrd
that proceedeth out of the mouth of the Lord doémnive” (De. 8:3).

Lesson Summary

When God brought the children of Israel out of Bgypo the wilderness, he proved them, allowingihe hunger
and miraculously fed them with manna (De. 8:1-3; E&:1-4). The Lord wanted his people to know rthei
dependency on his every word. The Lord told Mo¥8shold, | will rain bread from heaven for you;cathe people
shall go out and gather a certain rate every dey,Iltmay prove them, whether they will walk in faw, or nd (Ex.
16:4). Clearly, humanity has a natural tendendyeself-sufficient. Of course, this is a goodlgyas long as it is
not independent of God’s will. But fleshly Israepeatedly relied on its own understanding andyadsts own
desires. The people followed a pattern of murngyrocomplaining, and disobeying. They failed to sdw they
should live by “every word of God” (Ex. 16:2-3, 80, 27-28; De. 8:3). They were unwilling to subnatthe
authority of God’s Word. Certainly, we cannot bed® church today and be self-willed, but rathernuest live by
Christ and his teachings (Jn. 6:51). Without tiue tand living bread of life, we will eternally p&r (In. 6:32-33;
48-51, 63, 68). Jesus provided for us an exampleis forty days of temptation and fasting in thiéderness,
showing us how we should live by the very word$od (Mt. 4:1-4; Lu. 4:1-4). Appealing to his extre hunger,
the devil enticed Jesus, saying, “If thou be tha 8bGod, command that these stones be made b(bid4:3).
Resisting Satan’s temptation, Jesus denied hinaself submitted to the authority of the Holy Scripturas his
defense. Case by case, Jesus overcame the teoypsarying, “It is written . . .” (Mt. 4:4, 7, 10;u. 4:4, 8).
Unsuccessful in his “cunning craftiness,” the dédeéparted from him for a season” (Lu. 4:13; Ed4): Clearly,
the Word of God has power and authority (Lu. 4:82-8t. 7:28-29). In order for the church to expece the
power of the Word, we must first submit to the awitly of God’s Word.

Scripture Study
Live by the Word of God — De. 8:1-3; Ex. 16:1-4; 8r82-33, 48-51, 63, 68
Submit to God’s Word — Mt. 4:1-4; Lu. 4:1-4, 32-36

Conclusion

Through the church covenant, we individually antpooately accept the authority of the Holy Scripsjrpromising
to live under their governing principles. To bed®ochurch, we must live by the Word of God, sulbimi to
“every word that proceedeth out of the mouth ofltbed” (De. 8:3). In doing so, we will experienttee blessings
and favor of the Lord among us (v. 1).



Fatl-N-Focus : E-quip Your Faith
Bille Sty Comvicndin "The Church Covenant”

“Walking Together”

Introduction

In Ephesians 5:1, the apostle Paul wrote to thecthisaying, “Be ye therefore followers of God, desr
children.” “Dear children” indicates affection: childrevho are precious to God. In the church, we shbwd
obediently under the authority of God’s Word tha& might please our heavenly Father andidze children to
him (Co. 3:20). In today’s lesson, following Gaosldear children entails “walking together as one body in the
light of the gospel,” for this is well pleasing s sight.

Key Verse

“For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ¥ iligthe Lord: walk as children of light” (Ep. 9:8

Lesson Summary

Nothing is more gratifying than seeing one’s clalticooperating and getting along with one anotBert it grieves
a father and mother to watch their children “bitel @evour one another” (Ga. 5:15). Principally|kivay in God’s
love enables the members of the church to walkthegeas one body. Christ’s love is the basis affeliowship
and unity: “by love serve one another” (Ga. 5:13he apostle Paul instructed the Ephesians to wmalke same
love with which Christ loved the church, and “gavmself for it” (Ep. 5:2, 25). We are called to tend one to
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, ege@od for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you” (ER®2). Only as
we love one another with the love of Christ aretiuéy enabled to walk together in the unity of th&ther’s love, as
dear children (1 Jn. 4:12, 21). In addition to walking in Gotbse, Paul instructed the saints at Ephesus tdk'ast
children of light” (Ep. 5:8). Our walking togethe fellowship is contingent upon each member wegkin the
light, even as Christ is in the light (1 Jn. 1:¥)e have correctly associated and even somewhaterjGod’s light
with his truth. Indeed, they are inseparablelaites of God which find their union in the WordheTHoly Spirit is
the one who illuminates and manifests God'’s trothig, in us, and through us (Jn. 16:13; Ep. 5:9-MWalking in
the light means that we walk in the truth of Godisrd as the Holy Ghost gives us understandingenStriptures;
whereas walking in darkness indicates a refusalotdhe truth (1 Jn. 1:6). In John 3:21, Jesus, $8idt he that
doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds bmynade manifest, that they are wrought in Gdgkelievers who
walk in the truth of God’s Word abide in the lightt Christ, as opposed to those who grope in thkndes of this
world. Indeed, our fellowship in the church is &h®n walking in Christ's lovand it is established by walking in
the light of his truth (the gospel).

Scripture Study
Walking together in love — Ep. 4:32; 5:1-2, 25; 64.3-15; 1 Jn. 4:12, 21
Walking together in the truth — Ep. 5:8-10; 1 J®-7; Jn. 3:19-21

Conclusion

The church covenant commits the members of Zioremésdy to walk together in the unity of Christ’s &and
truth. Walking together in Christ’s love and irbsuission to one another (Ep. 5:21) forms the dyoamity of
the body itself. Christ’s fervent love working amd among us forms the spiritual glue that bindsogsther.
Moreover, as the Holy Ghost illuminates the Wornadd as we walk together in the truth of God’s Wone,
experience a perfect fellowship and unity in tiggadiof Christ.



Fatl-N-Focus : E-quip Your Faith
Bl Sty Comvicndin "The Church Covenant”

“Giving One’s Best”

Introduction

Nothing can be more frustrating than doing your omork and also the work of others who are negligertheir
responsibilities. A halfhearted attitude among keos leads to frustration on the jobsite. Emplsysgsire workers
who give their best to the company — employees sd® what needs to be done (responsibility) and Wk
diligently to satisfy the demands of the job (acaability). How much more should we give our bestGod and
his church?

Key Verse

“Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an exampthe believers, in word, in conversation, racty, in spirit,
in faith, in purity” (1 Ti. 4:12).

Lesson Summary

When writing to Timothy, the apostle Paul emphasitee need for personal diligence in one’s sertic&od and the
church. He urged Timothy to exemplary Christiarviee “in word, in conversation, in charity, in gpiin faith, in
purity” (1 Ti. 4:12). “With the laying on of theamds of the presbytery” the Holy Ghost had enablewbthy to serve as
a leader in the church (1 Ti. 1:3-4, 18; 4:14).ulRautioned Timothy not to become negligent indifsedness (spiritual
ability). Through personal diligence to continanettie doctrine of God’s Word, and by God’s gradendathy would not
only save himself, but also his hearers (1 Ti. ¥:ITBhrough being personally diligent to do onegstin service to God,
each member of the church has the opportunity tid by and strengthen the body of Christ (Ga. §:14Hach member
of the church has a burden to bear. By carryingawn load, we lighten the load of others and hafye another.
Furthermore, the church covenant is a promiseHobest ofyour knowledge and ability.” We promise to follow Cétri
individually . Personal accountability to God is the succesthefchurch because individual members have askver
knowledge of God's Word and varied abilities torgasut the responsibilities contained therein (P®-11; Mt. 25:15;
Col. 1:9-10). Whether or not other members of ¢harch fulfill their responsibilities, each of us accountable for
himself/herself. While the church has a corporaterking knowledge of the Word of God, each indiad is
nevertheless obligated to live and do accordingisther knowledge and ability. Jesus said, “Ganye all the world,
and preach the gospel to every creature” (Mk. 16:1B0oes this commission include an individual netedfor each
member of the church, or was it a corporate manalalie? If you were the only remaining Christian the face of the
earth, would the commission not be an individuapomsibility? It would indeed. Thus, even if ath&il to fulfill their
responsibilities as God’s church, each of us isertbeless obligated and accountable to follow Chatcording to
personal knowledge and ability. This kind of acuability to the Word of God keeps each individumémber
responsible for the mission of Christ. Such actalifity ensures the forward growth and perfecodthe church.

Scripture Study
Personal diligence — 1 Ti. 4:12-16; Ga. 6:1-5
Individual responsibility and accountability — Ah9-11; Mt. 25:15; Col. 1:9-10; Mk. 16:15

Conclusion

Our fellowship in the church depends on each meisipersonal diligence. When the members of theathserve
the Lord to the best of their knowledge and ahilityey keep themselves accountable to the Wordoof @&hd in turn
responsible for the mission of Christ.



FatbN-Focus E-quip Your Faith
Bl Sty Covviclon "Church Membership”

Introduction “Consecration”

The responsibilities of church membership begirhwatking responsibility for oneself and for one&rsopnal
spirituality. God has designed our salvation anlihasis of a personal relationship with Jesus €hAkhough
other members in the body of Christ contribute tor gpiritual growth, the ultimate responsibilityrfo
maintaining one’s relationship with God falls o findividual. A responsible church member is o \gives
serious consideration and attention to his/heitspirgrowth.

Key Verse
“Let my supplication come before thee: deliver meaading to thy word” (Ps. 119:170).

Lesson Summary

Nothing is more enriching to one’s spiritual growtttan prayer and the study of God’'s Word. Thussqeal
consecration depends on prayer and study. Invattiput careful attention to the Scriptures andypr, believers
do not mature in their relationship with the LorA.strong, spiritual member is one who practicesdiscipline of
prayer, seeking after the Spirit of the Lord. 3etswught his disciples to watch and pray unto timaing of the Lord
(Mk. 13:33; 14:38). He warned them against sptitathargy, saying, “Lest coming suddenly he fyad sleeping”
(13:36). The enemy is out to destroy our faittCirist and our obedience to his Word. But prayebtes us to
maintain our readiness as we await his coming3gv37). On the night of his betrayal, Jesus ingaldris disciples
to watch with him (14:32-34). To his disappointrjdre found them asleep, not once, but three tinkis. initial
response to them was “watch and pray, lest ye entertemptation” (v. 38). Temptation is all areuns. Of
course, we do not know when temptation will come,we do know that it will indeed come. Prayeraameans of
watchfulness, keeps us alert to the enemy and kaepgecus on Christ, our deliverer. Also, a sgonember is one
who studies the Bible, whose knowledge of the Wadtinuously deepens. When writing to Timothy, dpestle
Paul warned of Satan’s deception. In the samethatyGod uses his ministers to declare the Wortroth, Satan
uses false prophets and teachers (“evil men andceesl) to lie and deceive (2 Ti. 3:13). Thoughand deception
loom around us, the wisdom and knowledge of GodsdAénable us to build an impenetrable wall offaigainst
the enemy’s devices (v. 15). The Scriptures pmvwid with doctrine, reproof, correction, and instian which we
need to combat the deception of this world (v. 1)e cannot stop the devil from tempting us, butcae appeal to
the power of God’s Word and Spirit for our deliveca from sin’s deception (Ps. 119:9-16). The Bibructs us
in the statutes and commandments of the Lord. eBpkg his judgments, we are blessed with his fdwath now
and forever (Jos. 1:8).

Scripture Study
Watch and pray — Mk. 13:32-37; 14:32-38
Bible Study — 2 Ti. 3:13-17; Ps. 119:9-16; Jos. 1:8

Conclusion

A primary responsibility of church membership isrn@intain personal, spiritual growth. Accordingthe
psalmist, by prayer and the knowledge of the Sargst we receive God’s help and deliverance in ivasl(Ps.
119:169-70). As members consecrate themselvesdotiBough prayer and Bible study, they grow syédity
and are equipped “unto all good works” (2 Ti. 3:17)



Fatl-N-Focus : E-quip Your Faith
Bl Sty Covviclon "Church Membership”

“Church Attendance”

Introduction

Have you ever been to an art museum? Sometimegjdtures or paintings displayed present optitaions. At first
glance, they may look like nothing more than stseakcolor or various shapes juxtaposed on a canktmsvever, with
more careful observation, you become filled witebeilief as an amazing image comes into view. ®glooking at a
piece of art in the right way will you see the tareativity behind it. Perspective is almost eténgg. How do you view
church attendance? Do you see its importance anefibto the spiritual growth and health of theiin?

Key Verse

“Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves togetherthe manner of some is; but exhorting one anotnd so much
the more, as ye see the day approaching” (He. 10:25

Lesson Summary

Many professing believers devalue church attendagieing little effort and attention to it, and tiefore do not receive
its full benefits. However, the writer of Hebreesphasizes its increasing importance as we apptbactoming of the
Lord (He. 10:23-27). One of the essential blessioigfaithful church attendance is found in theli8dd mandate: “Not
forsaking the assembling of ourselvtegether’ (He. 10:23). Togetherness is central to the iaippurpose of church
attendance. Participating in church services ighmmore than merely congregating at a specificeplaic a routine
schedule. In the church we assemble oursebgetherin one place and in one Spirit in order to buildamgl strengthen
the whole body (Ac. 2:1-4; 12:5-12). Our assentplinings ugogetherin Christ, in order to both inner-connect us with
Christ and with one another. Thus, we assembl&)toonsider one another; 2) provoke one anothir lowe and good
works; and 3) exhort one another in the Lord (He24-25). Being members one of another makes brattendance an
essential part of church life and growth (Ro. 12:3p forsake our assembling together as the bddyhaist is to pull
apart and dismantle ourselves. Of course, worshigentral to the explicit purpose of church atearak. We gather
together to give glory and honor to God in Chrigttlee Holy Spirit (IJn. 4:23-24; Re. 4:10-11). As worship the Lord
in the Spirit and in Truth, we are performing omtledhat which is currently taking place in heawemere Christ sits at
the right hand of God (Ep. 2:6; Col. 3:1-2; Is. 4;1Re. 4:8). Each time we gather together forshgr, we are
rehearsing and thus preparing for the day when ivg¢oim in the heavenly worship of our Lord andv&a Jesus Christ.
We are preparing for the day when we will witnese fullness of his “glory and honor and power.” eTlriter of
Hebrews encourages us, “and so much the more uasegthe day approaching” — not less and less, &Lifie more, as
Christ's coming draws near (He. 10:25). The image get is of a people of God whose worship becomes
increasingly greater as they sense the Lord’s cgmitd nearness. Their worship intensifies untactiming of the Lord
until finally worship reaches its ultimate goal ahdir faith becomes sight.

Scripture Study
Togetherness — He. 10:23-27; Ac. 2:1-4; 12:5-12
Heavenly Worship — Jn. 4:23-24; Re. 4:8-11; Is-4:Ep. 2:6; Col. 3:1-2

Conclusion

In coming together for corporate worship, we aeppring for the coming of the Lord. Christ is g&jtus rapture-ready,
prepared for heavenly worship. The apostle Paotevr‘the dead in Christ shall rise first: then whkich are alive and
remain shall be caught up together with them indlbeds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so siallever be with the
Lord” (1 Th. 4:16-17). Therefore, as responsildieirch members, we should maintain the priority aithfful church
attendance and corporate worship.



Fatl-N-Focus : E-quip Your Faith
Bl Sty Covviclon "Church Membership”

Introduction “Stewardship”

Truly, we are blessed of God to be a blessing. Ramigraciously enabled us to minister to the neédshers (1
Pe. 4:10; Mt. 10:8; 2 Co. 1:4). The church isemlto fulfill the ministry and mission of Christ the world: “to

preach the gospel to the poor . . . to heal thkdmoearted, to preach deliverance to the captares recovering of
sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that lareised, to preach the acceptable year of the”L{ard 4:18-19). As
members of the church, we have the responsibitity@ivilege to use what God has given us to supgpermission
and ministry of the church.

Key Verse
“Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, ttire may be meat in mine house, and prove me rowiih,

saith the Lord of hosts, if | will not open you tivendows of heaven, and pour you out a blessingf, tthere
shall not be room enough to receive it” (Mal. 3:10)

Lesson Summary

The practice of tithing began with Abraham who gaventh or ten percent of his increase to Melagke King of
Salem, being “the priest of the most high God” (G£18-20; He. 7:1-4). Under the law, God insétuthe tithe to
provide support for the ministry (the Levites), wherformed the services of his house. Moreovesndtie Levites
themselves gave a tenth on the tithe (support) lwthey received (Nu. 18:21-28). Under the new oam in
Christ, we do not pay tithes and give offeringgaasquirement of the law; rather, our example piesd¢he Mosaic
Law and follows the example of faithful Abraham wiave a tenth to Melchizedek. Abraham desireddesband
honor the Lord because God had blessed and fatamech the fight against his enemies. Likewise,deenot pay
tithes and give offerings merely to become blesse@od, but we tithe and give to honor Gbetause he has
blessed us. Thus, we give the tenth of all thad @as given to us. Moreover, we give freewill afigs as God has
prospered us and enabled us to give (1 Co. 16:1FR)ythermore, Jesus encouraged and endorsed abtcprof
tithing (Mt. 23:23). He purposely connected righte judgment and God’s love to it (Lu. 11:42). Tractice of
tithing and giving as an acceptable act of worstmes not depend on the amount of the gift, buteratm the
motivation of the giver (Mk. 12:41-44). If the gpiand attitude of the giver are displeasing t® ltlord, then the gift
itself is unacceptable to him. We should give fraitling and cheerful hearts, simply because wearde®s honor
God and to be a blessing (2 Co. 9:7). Indeed, Ga@ieased with our giving when our hearts are gaeato him.
Though giving to various charities and humanitar@ganizations is meritorious, such giving is no¢ same as
giving into the storehouse of God (the church). wes bring our tithes and offerings into his stornet® we are
supporting the work of the ministry and the chusaing helping to finance his mission throughoutvioeld.

Scripture Study
Tithes and offerings — Ge. 14:18-20; He. 7:1-4; M&i21-28; 1 Co. 16:1-2
The spirit of giving — Mt. 23:23; Lu. 11:42; Mk. ¥A-44; 2 Co. 9:7

Conclusion

Although we give liberally to be a blessing, weoateap rewards (Mal. 3:10; Lu. 6:38; 2 Co. 9:6heTord
promises to bless us abundantly when we give fdlthénd freely. Let us take up the responsilaisitof tithing
and giving that the windows of heaven may be opemdd us. As the Lord continues to bless us, lables us
to be a blessing in the mission of Christ and higrch.



Fatl-N-Focus : E-quip Your Faith
Bl Sty Covviclon "Church Membership”

“Service”

Introduction

An old gospel song says, “Wasted years, wastedsy€ahow foolish!” Of course, the song is talkiaigout
people whose lives are spent in the vanities okedoess and unbelief. Fulfilling the desires & fllesh, they
literally waste their time on this earth. Seeihg foolishness of this, the members of God’s chwtobuld
always use their time to glorify God and make eafgrt to edify the body of Christ.

Key Verse
“Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; samgithe Lord” (Ro. 12:11).

Lesson Summary

When the apostle Paul wrote to the saints at Eghésucompelled them not to be careless and haghawzdne

way they lived their lives. Urging them to exeecgodly wisdom and understanding, he said, “Redegitie

time, because the days are evil” (Ep. 5:15-16). SMauld never squander our time, because we havenieu
life to live: “To every thing there is a seasondantime to every purpose under the heaven” (ED. 3This

truth applies to all of us. In God’s master plae,has placed each one of us on this earth fonitetl time to
accomplish his purpose. If we carelessly allow tiee and opportunities that God has appointeduoin

ministry to slip through our fingers, we have wadste precious gift that can never be retrieved (@db).

Everyday, wickedness is all around us. Certaitilg, demonic influences of this world are neverngkiheir

leisure. Thus, we need to be wise in our undedstgnof God’s will, using our time to seize evenyportunity

to advance the mission of the church (Ep. 5:17) dhould not be slothful in our service to God (R2:.11).

We have no time to waste, because the coming oLdne is getting closer each day (13:11). Furtheenm
since the light of Christ has come and his glorg haen upon us, we should wake up and work for_tivel

“while it is day” (IJn. 9:4-5; Is. 60:1; Ro. 13:12Whereas, in the past, we fulfilled the works aflchess, now
let us use our talents and abilities to fulfill tiverk of the Lord. Jesus, as our example, was Wyligdicated to
God’s mission and purpose through him (He. 10Hg.never swerved from his commitment to the plaGod

and his mission on this earth (Jn. 3:16; Mt. 26:42; 18:11). Knowing that our Lord has entrustedmith

responsibilities in his mission, that he is comaggin, and that we must give an account of ouricete him,

we should be busy in the work of the Lord (Mt. 24511). We should all serve Christ faithfully andsely,

according to our calling and ability. “Blessedtlst servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall o

doing” (v. 46).

Scripture Study
Using our time wisely — Ep. 5:15-17; Ec. 3:1; Cbb; Ro. 12:11; 13:11
Working for the Lord — Jn. 9:4-5; Is. 60:1; Ro. 13; He. 10:7; Mt. 24:44-51

Conclusion

When thinking about diligence in our service to Gwe should consider the ant and gain wisdom frionThe
ant “which having no guide, overseer, or ruler,visleth her meat in the summer, and gathereth et ifio the
harvest” (Pr. 6:6-8). Diligence has a reward. dHaork has a pay day. Investing our time and hemdk in
the mission of Christ yields souls for the kingdofrGod and builds-up the church of God.



Fatl-N-Focus : E-quip Your Faith
Bl Sty Corviclon "Spirit of Pride”

Introduction “Self-centeredness”

What is pride? It is an exaggerated preoccupatith one’s self égo), often evidenced by self-assertion.
When writing to Timothy, the apostle Paul identifigne spirit of pride as a last day’s peril, sayifighis know
also, that in the last days perilous times shatheo For men shall be lovers of their own selvesetous,
boasters, proud” (2 Ti. 3:1-2). In today’s lessar,will examine self-centeredness, the root adari

Key Verse
“Look not every man on his own things, but everynnaéso on the things of others” (Ph. 2:4).

Lesson Summary

On one occasion, a certain lawyer tempted Jeskggakim, “Master, what shall | do to inherit etafdife”
(Lu. 10:25)? The lawyer then essentially answéiscbwn question, saying, “Thou shalt love the Lttrg God
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and wal thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thgighbour as
thyself” (v. 27). But then in order to justify hgalf, the lawyer asked Jesus, “And who is my nedginb(v.
29)? Jesus answered him with the story of the Gsodaritan (vv. 30-37). In this story, both priast Levite
(representing the religious establishment) sawr theunded brother yet refused to help him. But the
Samaritan, a stranger, came to his aid. Whilgthest and Levite were more concerned about themse¢han
they were their brother, the Samaritan saw his hiigs needs just as important as his own, if norem
important. In this story, we see that loving onegsghbor as oneself means placing yourself in yaighbor’s
circumstances, and then doing for your neighbortwia would desire for yourself. From this perdpes
God’s love is not self-seeking, but rather selfugiv(1l Co. 13:5). Whereas pride is focused on “N&ye is
focused on others (Ph. 2:4). The self-giving lo¥&od contradicts pride: “For God so loved the Mothat he
gave his only begotten Son” (Jn. 3:16). God galvdimself. When Jesus explained his parable of the
sheepfold, he contrasted himself, as the good €ndptvith a hireling (Jn. 10:11-15). The primargtehction
was the good shepherd “giveth his life for the gkiebut the hireling flees for his own life. Thadling is all
about self. However, Christ, our example of hutyiliexemplified a spirit completely opposite of q®j
“humbled himself, and became obedient unto deatir) ¢he death of the cross” (Ph. 2:8). He didasoour
salvation. In the same way Christ gave himselfusy we have an obligation to “lay down our lives the
brethren” (1 Jn. 3:16). Love always encouragesougive preferential treatment to others, rathemttio
ourselves (Ro. 12:10). On the other hand, pridegd an overemphasis on the importance of egd),(and it
seeks to protect that exalted importance (egotism).

Scripture Study
Self-centeredness — 2 Ti. 3:1-2; Lu. 10:25-37
God’s self-giving love — 1 Co. 13:5; Ph. 2:4; Ji&3 10:11-15; Ph. 2:8; 1 Jn. 3:16; Ro. 12:10

Conclusion

Pride is a destructive spirit rooted in self-ceatitress. It tears down the love and unity of theah But the
love of God in Christ moves us beyond ourselvesatdweaching out and ministering to one anothenrists
love contradicts and confronts the spirit of pridalling us to “be clothed with humility” and torse one
another (1 Pe. 5:5; Ga. 5:13).



